
Reading 
Reading regularly with your child is invaluable.  This includes            
questioning your child on what they have read. We expect the children 
to read at home at least three times a week. 
 
Talk about our topic 
We would love hear about any experiences your family have had of 
River Trips, river conservation or holidays to South America. 

How can you help your child?
  

Dates for your diary 

Sponsored Bounce - Friday 23rd February 
 
World Book Day  - Thursday 1st March 
 
Trip to the River Kennet to  explore the environment with 
ARK - Monday 26th March 
 
Easter Service for KS2 - Tuesday 27th March 
 
Easter Egg Hunt - Wednesday 28th and Thursday 29th 
March 
 
End of term is 1.15pm on Thursday 29th March.  

Year 5 
The World Around Us 



English 
We will be taking an exciting adventure 
down the Amazon with a young orphan 
girl called Maia. 
The children will use a range of writing 
styles such as diaries and letters to delve 
deeper into character personalities. 
They will also look closely at descriptive 
scene writing. 
In reading we will be developing wider 
skills such as multiple choice question-
ing, sequencing events and a daily game 
of ‘Call My Bluff’. 
We will continue to work through the 
National Curriculum spelling programme 
and your support at home with these is 
appreciated. 

Science 
To start the term, we will   
revisit the life processes and 
particularly focus on            
reproduction as a starting 
point to our work on life    
cycles.  We will look at life 
cycles for a range of          
creatures before focussing in 
on what we would find in a 
river environment: the River          
Kennet or the Amazon River.   
Towards the end of the term 
we will be visiting the River 
Kennet for a morning to         
carry out a range of activities 
and hopefully see some of its 
inhabitants at close range. 

Maths 
We will begin with a fortnight 
unit on multiplication and        
division, learning the formal    
column method. After this we 
will at calculating volume of 3d 
shapes and interpreting            
information in bar and line 
graphs. 

Geography 
The focus this term is rivers. The children will be doing 
a detailed study of the River Kennet  running through 
Marlborough. During this field trip they will look at 
the speed of the water and the local wildlife.  Back in 
class we will be learning about the City of Manaus in 
Brazil (the setting of our text) and making               
comparisions between the river Kennet and the     
Amazon river. 

Other lessons 
Art - We will explore colour, shade, hue and paint effects taking          
inspiration from the Amazon. 
PE - Tennis is the sports focus this term. Children will develop skills in 
bouncing, passing and serving the ball. 
RE - Our key question this term revolves around Salvation and is ‘What 
did Jesus do to save human beings?’ 
PSHE - This term children will learn about physical changes to the body 
during puberty. They will go on to learn about the importance of        
personal hygiene. 
Music - We will continue to learn the c major scale and play xylophones. 
Children will  develop their ability to recognise notes on a stave.  Later in 
the term we will listen to some Brazilian music. 


