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Marlborough St Mary’s CE VC Primary School 
Mathematics Policy 

 
 
 
This document should be read in conjunction with the following policies and documents: 

 National Curriculum for Mathematics 
 Early Years Framework 
 Teaching and Learning Policy 
 Assessment Policy 

 
Organisation of the Mathematics Curriculum: 
 
Mathematics is a core subject within the National Curriculum and forms an integral part of the 
whole curriculum for EYFS, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.    The teaching of Mathematics is guided 
by the National Curriculum document which sets out the key objectives for Reception through to 
Year 6 to enable pupils to become fully numerate.  Mathematics is taught within daily focus 
lessons and developed further across the whole curriculum. 
 
Planning: 
 
The sharing of expertise is important.  Where possible, Mathematics is planned in teams and there 
is a common format for weekly Mathematics plans.  These plans are always saved to a planning 
file on the shared drive with paper copies kept in a file in the classroom and annotated after each 
session – including assessment for learning notes. 

 
Statement for Equal Opportunities: 
 
At Marlborough St Mary’s we aim to nurture and develop a life-long enjoyment, understanding 
and competency in Mathematics with all the children in our care, irrespective of their background 
and attainment.  

 
Mastery: 
 
An attainment standard of mastered is taken as a child who is secure in all areas without exception 
and is able to apply these in a large range of contexts fluently, habitually and confidently. Mastery 
learning opportunities will be provided for all children of all abilities across the whole curriculum. 
 
Parental Support: 
 
We value the impact parental support has on children’s progress and attainment in all aspects of 
Mathematics. A parent support booklet and year group curriculum workshops every autumn 
inform parents how they can support their children’s development in all areas. 
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Rationale: 
  
Competence in mathematics is essential to everyday life – critical in areas such as science, 
technology and engineering and necessary for financial skills and most forms of employment.  
As a school we are committed to providing a high quality mathematics education which therefore 
provides a foundation for understanding the world. We believe in developing the children’s ability 
to reason mathematically, fostering an appreciation of the beauty and power of mathematics and 
cultivating a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject.  
 
Overall Aims: 
 
In order to encourage all children to see themselves as mathematicians, we will provide the 
children with the necessary knowledge, skills and understanding in mathematics which will be 
required for further study and for adult life.  We also aim to inspire confidence with mathematics 
and develop an appreciation of the fascination of discovering patterns and understanding how 
things work.  
 
How this looks in practice:  
 
Central to our teaching of mathematics is a focus on the skills of mastery whereby children have 
the knowledge and confidence to manipulate mathematical concepts demonstrating their 
knowledge and skills in a range of contexts.   

 
Mathematics planning will be guided by the National Curriculum objectives for each year group 
and where appropriate will be linked to other areas of the curriculum and the topic for the term. 
 
Each classroom has a supply of core mathematical resources to support learning for all children. 
This core supply could include: 

 Digit cards / number fans  

 Place value cards and counters / straw bundles 

 Counters  

 Counting objects 

 Dice / spinners 

 Dienes / Cuisennaire rods / Numicon  

 Bead strings / number lines (numbered and blank) 

 Clocks 

 Fraction aids 

 100 squares / multiplication squares 

 Rulers / metre sticks / tape measures / trundle wheels 

 2D/3D shapes 

 Sorting hoops 

 Protractors 

 Mirrors 

 Money 
 
Other resources will be held in centralised locations.  
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How we Teach Mathematics at Marlborough St Mary’s: 
 

Our mathematics units are planned using the 2014 National Curriculum and skills and knowledge 
will be integrated across all areas of the curriculum when appropriate and relevant.      
Deepening conceptual understanding is at the core of all mathematical activities planned. 
Fundamental to this is the use of practical and visual stimuli to develop understanding and the  
proactive addressing of misconceptions. 
Teaching and learning will involve high quality mathematical challenges in order to promote lateral 
thinking, enthuse and engage children. Most lessons will have a predominant focus on mastering 
concepts through the use of a range of strategies and practical activities including: 

 Solving practical, context-based puzzles 

 Logical thinking activities 

 Sometimes / always / never 

 Convince me 

 Open-ended questions 

 Noticing 

 Child-led questions 

 Discussion of reasoning / use of correct mathematical vocabulary / answering in full 
sentences 

 Use of the outdoor learning environment 

 IT based activities 
We acknowledge that some lessons will consist of a greater emphasis on learning a particular 
method for the four operations however mastery-style activities will be introduced quickly in 
order to embed and develop the methods taught. 
Mental mathematical skills will be developed through the mastery approach.  Knowledge of 
multiplication tables is crucial and will be developed through a range of mastery activities. 
 
As a school our aim is for every child to achieve his or her potential.  Consequently classes for 
mathematics lessons in some year groups may be arranged so that children work alongside others 
of similar ability.  Arranging the children in this way allows for groups of children to work on the 
same depth of mastery and therefore raises the level of challenge for all pupils including the more 
able.  Where children are arranged in this way the entire year group will study the same concept 
at the same time, what will differ is the depth of the challenge rather than the content of the 
lesson.  This enables the grouping to be fluid and allow children to join the group which best fits 
their skills and knowledge within different concepts. 
 
 
Assessment in Mathematics: 
Assessment for Learning strategies are used daily by teachers to assess progress, achievement and 
attainment and set next step targets for all pupils as appropriate.  Children are given sufficient 
time and opportunity to respond to their verbal and written feedback and incorporate their target 
into their next activity.  Teachers will use morning tasks and introductory activities to review skills 
and concepts taught previously therefore ensuring that understanding is both retained and secure 
when working independently. 
 
Overall achievement, attainment and progress will be recorded on to SIMs tracker at three key 
points in the year.  These assessments will utilise evidence from a range of sources predominantly 
including: mastery activities; discussion of their reasoning; morning tasks and introductory 
activities.   
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Teachers will ensure that a skill is evidenced accurately on a number of occasions before 
identifying that skill’s National Curriculum objective as Secure or Mastered. 
Year 2 and Year 6 will complete the SATs in May. 
 
Mathematical Methods Appendix: 
 
These are the methods and strategies that will be taught and practised within each year group.  We believe 
in developing a depth of understanding (mastery) and all lessons will reflect that ethos. 
 
 
 
Appendix A 
 
Maths Calculation Policy 


