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News 3 - November 2019  
Thank you to everyone who attended the two Harvest Festivals that were held before half term. Both 

events were really successful and the children spoke, sang, played and danced beautifully.  I  was very 

proud of them all, as I’m sure you were.  Thanks again to all the staff who were involved in organising the 

events and rehearsing the children.  We raised £294.89 for our two charities, Save the Children and     

Action Through Enterprise. 

Our next charity fun day will be on Friday 15th November, when the children (and adults) will be invited 

to come to school in pyjamas in exchange for a donation of £1 to Children in Need. 

 

 

 

BOOK FAIR 

Tuesday 12th - Monday 18th November  

Our annual book fair runs from Tuesday to Friday this week.  Books will be on sale in the 
School Library after school between 3.15 and 4.00pm. Please support if you can, this annual event raises 
funds to allow us to keep the school library replenished with new books. 

STAFF NEWS 

Congratulations to Miss Baldwin who gave birth to a baby boy in October.  Mum and baby are both well. 

Welcome to our new staff this term - Karen Giddings has started as our School Business Manager and 

Emma Miller and Emily Dobie are new TAs working in school. 

Mrs Morley is going into hospital for a back operation in December - we all wish her well.  Mrs Morley 

has been doing an amazing job in the kitchen since Mrs Clelford left.  We have still not recruited a School 

Cook so please be patient with any adaptations that need to be made to menus etc. 

We will all be very sad to say goodbye to Mrs Cook at Christmas.  Mrs Cook is retiring after working as 

SENCo and Resource Base Manager at St Peter’s and Marlborough St Mary’s for 6 years.  Mrs Cook has 

been a big part of the wider life of the school and will be much missed by everyone.  I’m sure you will all 

join me in wishing her well in retirement.  If you would like to contribute to Mrs Cook’s leaving collection 

please speak to Mrs Kent or Mrs Greenbank in the School Office. 

Mrs Hitchen, a very experienced teacher and SENCo will be KS2 Resource Base Manager and KS2 SENCo 

and will be teaching in Oak Class after Christmas. 



SPORTS NEWS 

On Friday 18th October we sent a 
team to Croft Sports Centre to  learn 
about Indoor Cricket.  Svea Rosedale 
and Amelie Haines have both been offered a trial 
for Wiltshire.   Congratulations girls! 

On Tuesday 22nd October it was the 
girl’s turn to play in a football         
tournament.  We took a team back to 
Avon Valley College.  Again they had 

to play 7 matches and only conceded 2 goals.  

At these festivals we can gain recognition for 
attributes suck as Determination, Respect,         
Self-Belief and Honesty. 

The girls were awarded several of these and     
received 4 for Teamwork.  They pulled together 
fantastically.  Their final position was 4th out of 18 
teams.  They were awesome! 

PENCELLI 

Last week Year 6 spent the week at Plas Pencelli, 
in the Brecon Beacons.  This is an exciting, but   
really challenging week for the pupils, who get the 
opportunity to try rock climbing, caving, canoeing, 
gorge walking, orienteering and more.  

The children were a credit to the school and to 
you, as parents and carers. 

Thanks to all the staff who went along to support - 
they all looked exhausted on Friday when they got 
back! 

ATTENDANCE 

We have recently received a visit from our           
Education Welfare Officer and she will regularly 
monitor any concerning attendance issues, with 
regular contact and visits.  If a child’s attendance 
falls below 90%, it is school policy to notify         
parents.  All schools follow local authority       
guidelines when monitoring attendance.  

Please phone in by 9.30am to let us know the    
reason for your child’s absence.  Failure to inform 
us may mean that your child is given an               
unauthorised absence mark.  

Any days off school for reasons other than illness 
should be notified using the Absence Request 
Form available from the school office. 

We ask that all parents/carers are open and      
honest in the reasons for a child missing school in 
order that all absences can be recorded accurately 
on the system. 

BREAKFAST CLUB 
Ms Douglas is  doing a fantastic job organising and 
running the Breakfast Club. The Club is               
increasingly popular and can go over numbers. If 
you need child care because of work etc. please 
book and pay for sessions termly, in advance, to 
ensure you are allocated a place. 
In order for us to keep your children safe, please 
can you make sure that you take your child into 
the session each day and sign them in, rather 
than dropping them in the car park.  This request 
follows an incident when a child was dropped off 
and left to walk into school on their own.  The 
child realised that something had been forgotten 
and went back out to the car park without anyone 
realising he was supposed to be in school.  

 

 

 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB 

COFFEE AND CHAT/OPEN MORNING 

Friday 6th December, 8.45-10.00am.  Join         

Mrs Holford-Wright and other staff for coffee in 

the studio hall and take the opportunity to walk 

around the school to see what goes on 

during the morning.  Children’s work 

will be  available for you to look at. 

NUTS / HEALTHY SCHOOLS 

Please remember we are a nut free 
school as some children have nut          
allergies.  Spreads such as Nutella should not be 
used in children’s lunch boxes as it contains nuts 
and is also a chocolate spread. 



HEADLICE 

Headlice are an on-going problem in school. 

Please make sure that you check your child’s hair 
regularly.   

We would recommend that girls with long hair 
come to school with it tied back or plaited. 

If your child comes to school with visible headlice, 
we will ask you to take them home to be treated. 

2nd STEM RETURNERS           
PROGRAMME FOR RETURNING   
ENGINEERS AND SCIENTISTS 
WITH DSTL IN WILTSHIRE 
 

Have you taken a career break from an engineering or 
a technical sector and wish to return?  
Are you working below your experience in a different     
sector?    Do you have an engineering or technical  
degree that you aren’t using?                                                                                                       
Do you just wish to transfer sectors but don’t have 
any  experience?                                                                                                          
If so this could be the opportunity for you!  After the                 
unprecedented success of the first programme where 
100% of returners were offered permanent roles, we 
are currently sourcing candidates for the 2nd Dstl 
‘STEM Returners’ programme, a 13 week, fully paid 
and supported return to work programme starting in 
January 2020 in Salisbury.  All candidates will also 
have the opportunity to obtain a permanent role at 
the end of the   programme.  No career break is too 
long, register to return to STEM today!  For more    
information please visit www.stemreturners.com or 
email hello@stemreturners.com.  

More information on the programme is also available 
here: https://www.stemreturners.com/2019/10/28/
returners-programme-becomes-key-part-dstls-
candidate-attraction-strategy/  

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

ECO COUNCIL 

Mrs Pash and the Eco Council are 
organising a climate change     
awareness day on 21st November. 
Children from across the school will work on 
different climate change projects, in mixed age 
groups.  They’ll spend the day learning about how 
to be a ‘hero’ and do their little bit to help combat 
climate change.  Representatives from St John’s  
Eco Group will come along with Mr Friend, the St 
John’s Eco Teacher, to lead the assembly and 
work with groups of children. 

HOUSE NEWS 

Congratulations to Phoenix House for winning Term 1 – they 

enjoyed their House Treat at the end of term.    Points are 

now back to 0 for Term 2.  

TERM 1 TOTALS  

Phoenix    Gryphon   Pegasus   Dragon 

5665           5414         5495        5297 

HEADTEACHER’S AWARDS 

Well done to the following children who have   

received a Headteacher’s Award. 

KS1:  Lilia Bogomilova 

KS2 :  Amy O’Sullivan 

 

 

PE 

Now that the weather is getting colder,  please 

send your child with a tracksuit or jogging bottoms 

and sweatshirt to wear for PE. 
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https://www.stemreturners.com/2019/10/28/returners-programme-becomes-key-part-dstls-candidate-attraction-strategy/
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  DIARY DATES  

November 
w/c 11th  - My Child Meetings 
12th –18th - Book Fair 3.15 - 4.00pm 
Thursday 14th - Flu vaccinations 
Thursday 14th - Pencelli Assembly 9.05am 
Friday 15th -  Children In Need Pyjama Day 
Thursday 21st - Eco Day 
Thursday 28th - Water Vole Class Assembly 
2.30pm  
Friday 29th - Christmas Fayre 4.30-7.00pm 
 
December 
Friday 6th - Coffee & Chat/Open morning 
Thursday 12 - KS2 Carol Service St Mary’s 
Church 9.30am 
Tuesday 17 - 9.30 and 2.00 Nativity Play KS1 
Wednesday 18 - Christmas Lunch & Christmas 
Jumper Day 
Thursday 19 - Wizard of Oz - 
staff pantomime 
Friday 20 - Last day of term 2 - 
finish at 1.15pm 

COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS! 

Christmas Dinner 

Whatever the situation in the kitchen 

we will be going ahead with Christmas Lunch on 

Wednesday 18th December.  This will either be a       

traditional roast dinner or, if staffing problems do not 

allow this, a Christmas party style meal. 

If you have not ordered a Christmas lunch for your 

child, there is still time to do so. The closing date for 

orders is  Wednesday 11th December. 

Christmas Jumper Day 

On Wednesday  18th December children do not need 

to wear their school uniform.  They can wear their 

Christmas jumpers to school in exchange for a donation 

to Save the Children.  We are hoping that Father  

Christmas will be able to make time in his busy      

schedule to visit the KS1 children on this day. If they 

prefer, KS1 children may wear party clothes on this 

day. 

Staff Pantomime 

The annual Staff Pantomime is a highlight of the season 

and on Thursday 19th December the staff will perform 

the Wizard of Oz for the children.   

CAROL SERVICE 

Our annual Key Stage 2 Carol 

Service will take place on 

Thursday 12th December, at 9.30 in St Mary’s Church. 

Come along, watch the children  perform and sing and 

join in with your favourite carols. 

NATIVITY PLAY 

The Infant Nativity Play will take place on   

Tuesday 17th December in the school hall. 

There will be two performances, one at 

9.30am and one at 2.00pm.   

Ticket information for parents 

with children in KS1 

(Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) 

will follow. 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

Friday 29th November 

4.30-7.00 pm 

Don’t miss our annual Christmas Fayre!  This is one of the most popular 

events in the school and is always amazing!  Father Christmas will be 

visiting and there will be lots to do for everyone. 


