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20th March 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 
The Government has announced that after schools shut their gates on Friday afternoon (20 March 
2020), they will remain closed for most pupils until further notice. 
 
This will be for all children except those of key workers and children who are most vulnerable. The 
Government announced that the scientific advice shows that these settings are safe for this small 
number of children to continue attending. 
 
The school will open for these pupils on Tuesday 24th March. On Monday 23rd March, the school 
will only be open to staff, to enable us to deep clean the premises and reorganise classes and 
support for the children attending school. 

Overnight the government has published its list of key workers and others who should be offered a 
place at school, if schools can achieve that.  Schools are being asked to continue to provide care for a 
limited number of children - children who are vulnerable and children who have a parent that is 
critical to the Covid-19 response and the child/children cannot be safely cared for at home. 

Please note that this is a ‘reduced provision’.  It will be first about care, not education; all 
expectations regarding educational provision have been lifted. Schools are not obliged to provide 
this care but those that do are free to determine what the provision looks like and what they deem 
to be best for the pupils they are supporting.  At Marlborough St Mary’s Primary School we are 
aiming to retain as much continuity as possible in all the children’s learning for as long as possible – 
at home and in school, but the situation is changing rapidly.  It remains the case that if the school 
does not have enough staff to care for pupils safely (even based on the new ‘reduced provision’ 
approach) then a full or partial closure may be necessary. We will need to keep this decision under 
daily review.  In that situation children who need a school place would be offered one at another 
school. 

Vulnerable children include children who are supported by social care, those with safeguarding and 
welfare needs, including child in need plans, on child protection plans, ‘looked after’ children, young 
carers, disabled children and those with education, health and care (EHC) plans.  We will contact the 
families of all such children by Monday 23rd March.. 

Parents whose work is critical to the COVID-19 response includes those who work in health and 
social care and in other key sectors outlined by the government. Many parents working in these 
sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at home and every child who can be safely cared for 
at home should be. 

https://www.gov.uk/children-with-special-educational-needs/extra-SEN-help


 
 
 

 

Families of children of both groups should follow these key principles: 

1. If it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be.  (This would mean 
that if you work part time your children should attend school on your working days only) 

2. Children with underlying medical conditions that make them very vulnerable to the 
infection should not be in school 

3. If a child needs specialist support, is vulnerable or has a parent who is a critical worker, 
then educational provision will be available for them 

4. Parents should not rely for childcare upon those who are advised to be in the stringent 
social distancing category such as grandparents, friends, or family members with 
underlying conditions 

5. Parents should also do everything they can to ensure children are not mixing socially in a 
way which can continue to spread the virus. They should observe the same social 
distancing principles as adults 

If your work is critical to the COVID-19 response, or you work in one of the critical sectors listed in 
the government guidance below, and you cannot keep your child safe at home then your children 
will be prioritised for education provision: 

A full list of critical workers and further information is available on the gov.uk website: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-
parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers#critical-
workers  

If parents or carers think they fall within the critical categories above they should confirm with 
their employer that, based on their business continuity arrangements, their specific role is 
necessary for the continuation of this essential public service.  If this is the case, please complete 
the attached form and return to school ASAP. The form is also available on the website. 

If you have any queries about this information, we would recommend you contact your employer 
who will be able to provide advice and guidance. 
 
We will continue to provide regular updates regarding this situation and will update you when we 
have information about when school will reopen for all pupils.  
    
 
 
Kind regards 
 

Anne Schwodler 

 

Headteacher 
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