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Marlborough St Mary’s 

News 8 - April 2020  
Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome back to virtual school after the Easter break.  I hope you all managed to enjoy 

the holiday in lockdown.  The wonderful sunshine has helped everyone keep their    

spirits up in these difficult times.  We continued to open the school over Easter for  

families of key workers and a few other children, as directed by the government.  

Staff have been working really hard to try to keep children’s learning as seamless as possible, as at the 

moment we still have no idea when the school will reopen.  

I would like to thank each and every one of our staff, parents and carers, who have made such an    

amazing effort to support the children.  Keep doing your best with everything and please don’t worry if 

you have not been able to complete all the home learning tasks.  Trying to juggle your own work from 

home along with educating and looking after young families is a mammoth task for staff, parents and  

carers and you’re doing an amazing job! 

Please remember, at the moment the emphasis must be on staying safe, maintaining good mental and 

physical health by exercising, having fun and learning along the way.  Children learn in different ways, I 

know many children have been helping with the cooking and gardening as well as making dens in the 

home or garden; all of these are valuable learning experiences.  I know the teachers would love to hear 

about those too.  

Mrs Schwodler 

STAFF AND GOVERNOR NEWS 

You will be pleased to know that       

following her operation, Miss            

Derbyshire is now fully recovered.  We 

are all delighted to have her back - 

even though it’s only virtually at the          

moment! 

CHILDREN’S NEWSLETTER 

We have decided to start a Children’s Newsletter while    

pupils are not in school.  The newsletter will mainly contain 

content from children.  If you think you have what it takes 

to be a journalist send your pictures, articles, jokes, book     

reviews or poems to  

techsupport@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk  

for a chance to feature in the next newsletter. 

 
 
 
 

BANK HOLIDAY 

Just to remind you that Friday 8th May 

is a bank holiday.  The school will not 

be open on that day and homework will 

not be set. 
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SUPERSTAR HOME LEARNERS 

As most children are working from home at the moment we have decided to introduce a new award.  

Teachers across the school have nominated children in their class as Superstar Home Learners.  

Lola O’Malley (Robin)  For working hard with her learning, extending her work and sending in  

regular posts. 

Luke Gifford  (Wren)  For really persevering with home learning, sending lots of pictures,          

challenging himself with how to make a moving snail (based on a party blower) and even learning a 

new skill of learning to play the ukulele! 

Imogen Smith (Squirrel )  For really impressive home learning - including some delicious cakes and 

wonderful book reviews for Miss Knowles’ stories. Also a lovely giraffe made out of wooden spoons. 

Ben Prest (Hedgehog)  For working really hard with his home learning, keeping on top of it and   

going far and beyond expectations with extending what has been set.   

Elodie Marshman-Renn (Fox )  For making  a big effort with maths, sensibly drawing solutions to 

fractions problems. 

Bradley Townson  (Acorn)   For making a real effort with his home learning and using money  to 

make a shop.  

Isabelle Hughes  (Badger)  For working very hard and being really enthusiastic! She has consistently 

worked hard with all the home learning and has been doing some independent learning of her own. 

Maddie Williams Birmingham (Dragonfly )  For handing in all her work on time, persevering even 

when she has found things difficult and keeping up a very high quality of work.  

Antonio Marques (Swallowtail)  For going above and beyond at home and creating some             

outstanding model pieces of work 

Alex Kornak  (Mallard)  Despite having a stay in hospital and  THEN breaking his arm Alex has 

persevered with some home schooling and submitted some really good work. 

Grace Minchin  (Teal )  For settling into her new class so well and putting 100% effort into her 

home learning. 

Oskar Monks and Megan Spackman (Water Vole)  Oskar and Megan have both been working     

extremely hard on all of the home learning tasks we have set showing a real commitment to their 

learning, producing some excellent pieces of work.  

Alex Randall  (Otter )  For being focused, organised and dedicated. 

Charlie Patterson  (Kingfisher )  For producing some excellent work, trying very hard and delivering 

on time. 

Jemima Carroll  (Heron)  For producing excellent work . 

Henry Grover  (Oak )  For trying really hard with his home learning, and also for taking it upon 

himself to help his mum with the cooking most nights. He’s learnt to cook some lovely meals.   
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CONTACT DETAILS  

Please ensure we have up to date telephone 
numbers for all contacts. 

Remember to inform us if you change your telephone 
number, email address or move house! 

PARENTPAY 

The present unforeseen circumstances have meant 

that some families have paid for meals and events that 

have not taken place.  Please bear with us while we 

bring ParentPay up to date.  

DFE UPDATED GUIDANCE FOR PARENTS AND 
CARERS ON THE CLOSURE OF EDUCATIONAL 
SETTINGS 

The guidance for parents and carers on the 
closure of educational settings has been    
updated with additional information on the 
resources and support available to help     
parents educate their children at home.  

The guidance can be found here: https://
www.gov.uk/government/publications/
closure-of-educational-settings-information-
for-parents-and-carers 

QUESTIONNAIRE    

Thank you to everyone who responded to the RE questionnaire that went out earlier in the year.  We had 
110 responses, the majority of which were extremely positive. Queries and ideas that were expressed will 
be shared with the relevant staff and implemented/answered where appropriate.  The table below shows 
the percentages of the responses (apologies for the poor quality). 
 

TECH SUPPORT 

Teachers and parents have all been dealing with a huge change to their ways of working and some of the 
new technology can be quite challenging.  The ‘Teams’ application is working brilliantly but we realise 
some parents may still be experiencing technical problems. 

If you would like some assistance with any of the technical aspects of 
home learning please feel free to email Kath Black on                       
techsupport@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk - Kath will be able to ring 
you and help you get started.  

We are also able to set up one login for a family for teams so if you have 
siblings at school and you would like to be able to do this please get in 
touch on the tech support number above. 

               Strongly agree       Agree Disagree Strongly disagree  No comment/NA 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
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CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH 

 

A children and young people’s mental health helpline has been launched in Wiltshire.  The helpline will 

operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week.   

 

Anyone concerned about a child or young person’ mental health (or the child or young person           

themselves) can phone the helpline and speak to mental health experts who will provide advice,         

guidance and support over the telephone   

Please also go on our website to access some helpful resources we have compiled to support children 

and young people experiencing worries about coronavirus: 

https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/camhs/ 

If you are over 18, a mental health helpline for adults in Bath and North East Somerset, Swindon and 

Wiltshire has been set-up by Avon and Wiltshire Partnership.  The number is 0300 3031320 and more 

information can be found here: http://www.awp.nhs.uk/advice-support/24-hour-support/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples when people may call the children and young people’s mental health helpline include: 

 if a child or young person has an existing mental health problem and their symptoms get worse 

 if your child has recently developed some significant mental health problems and you are very con-

cerned about them 

 if a child or young person has self-harmed but it does not appear to be life threatening, or they’re 

talking about wanting to self-harm 

What time is it? The number to phone: 

9am – 5pm on a weekday 01865 903777 

5pm – 9am on a weekday or on weekends 01865 901000 

Other useful sources of support in your area: https://www.onyourmind.org.uk/ 

https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/camhs/
http://www.awp.nhs.uk/advice-support/24-hour-support/
https://www.onyourmind.org.uk/


5 

OPEN LETTER TO PARENTS/CARERS – SOCIAL MEDIA  
 

 
Dear Parents & Carers 
 
The last few weeks have seen changes to the way we live our lives.  
 
Every one of us is being asked to stay at home and only go out when necessary – from the elderly to the 
young.  
 
As a result, more children and young people will be spending more time on their computers and phones.  
Of course the internet is a great source for information and education but I wanted to write to highlight 
some of issues and risks which can come with the increased use of time online.  
 
One of the main social media platforms young people use today is Snapchat. This is an app, where people 
can upload a number of photos which disappear after an allotted time frame – it could be seconds or 
minutes.  However, what many young people do not appreciate, is that a screenshot can be taken and 
the photo printed to keep. 
 
Whether they are using Snapchat, Facebook, TikTok, Twitter or Whats App, if you’re able, it is important 
to speak to your child about the risks online, not posting messages or chatting to someone online in an-
ger or on impulse.  Ask them to think before they post anything, as these messages (which could include 
inappropriate pictures and videos) are almost impossible to take back. 
 
Whilst many of the posts are completely harmless, there are occasions where young people are posting 
inappropriate and sometimes indecent images of themselves. This is putting them at risk, so it’s also im-
portant to speak to them to understand why they have done this. It could be done out of naivety or it 
could be something more, like bullying or harassment, so it is crucial they know where to go if they need 
help in any way.  
  
It might help to remind them that:  

It is illegal for young people to take, share or sell indecent images of themselves.  
 

It is illegal for young people to post indecent images and then demand money for them.  
 
If anyone contacts a young person offering money for Snapchat images, they need to report this to a 
trusted adult for appropriate action to be taken.  
 
Information is available on the Wiltshire Police website to help you have those conversations.  
 
The most important thing in this is communication.  Talk about how to treat others online with respect 
and what is and isn’t appropriate online behaviour. 
 
I hope this advice helps in what is a difficult time.  However, you are not alone and help is at hand.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Ben 
 
Superintendent Ben Mant  
Wiltshire Police Public Protection Department 
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SOCIAL MEDIA ADVICE FOR PARENTS AND CARERS 
 
Many children and young people are using social media platforms to keep in touch with friends.  
 
However, with increased time online comes increase risk, so it is important we talk to children and young 
people to ensure they know the risks online, and where to go for help and support when needed.  
 
There is a lot of information out there 
The Children’s Society tell us there are five points we should to talk about: 
 

1. Different Identities – Some people may pretend to be someone else online. It’s easy to lie about 
age, gender, interests. 
 

2. Personal Data – The risk of sharing personal data to anyone online (e.g. address, photos, school, 
and bank details). 
 

3. Meeting people – The dangers of meeting up with someone they met online in the real world. 
 

4. How to stay safe – If the young person is planning to meet someone they met online, make sure 
they tell a trusted adult and know how to stay safe. 
 

5. Stay curious – Share the same curiosity for online friends as you would for offline friends. 

 
Posts and Messages 
 
It is important that children and young people are aware that they should not post messages or chat to 
someone online in anger or on impulse.  Nor should they talk to someone they do not know. 
 
Ask your child to think before they post anything, as these messages (which could include inappropriate 
pictures and videos) are almost impossible to take back. An example of this is Snapchat - an app, where 
people can upload a number of photos which disappear after an allotted time frame – it could be seconds 
or minutes. However, many young people do not appreciate that a screenshot of these pictures can be 
taken and the photos printed to keep. 
 

Inappropriate indecent and Sexualised Messaging 
 
Whilst many social media posts are completely harmless, there are occasions where young people are 
posting inappropriate images of themselves.  
 
Young people may send sexually explicit images of themselves to increase their self-esteem, to prove 
their sexuality or even for monetary gain – aspiring to emulate their role-models online.  
 
If young people are ‘selling’ inappropriate images online, this money is gained illegally (proceeds of 
crime) and would be seized by the police.  
 
Young people may send sexually explicit images of themselves to increase their self-esteem, to prove 
their sexuality or even for monetary gain – aspiring to emulate their role-models online.  

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/our-work/tackling-criminal-exploitation-and-county-lines/online-exploitation-resources
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If young people are ‘selling’ inappropriate images online, this money is gained illegally (proceeds of 
crime) and would be seized by the police.  
 
 It is illegal for young people to take, share or sell indecent images of themselves.  
 
 It is illegal for young people to post indecent images and then demand money for these – this is 

against the law.  
 
If anyone contacts a young person offering money for images, they need to report this to a trusted adult 
for appropriate action to be taken.  
 
Is It Legal? - The law says that creating or sharing sexual images or videos of a child under 18 is illegal, 
even if the person doing it is under 18. This includes: 

Sending sexual messages to a child 
A child taking an explicit photo or video of themselves or a friend 
Sharing an explicit image or video of a child, even if it’s shared between children of the same age 
Having, downloading or storing an explicit image or video of a child, even if the child gave their     

permission for it to be taken. 

If the content is reported to the police, they will make a record and could investigate the circumstances. 
 
Reporting a Sexual Image or Video - Some of the ways you can report a sexual image or video are: 

 Contact www.ceop.police.uk if you are worried about a child sending naked images, videos or    
sexual messages. 

 Report the image to the Internet Watch Foundation (IWF) on https://report.iwf.org.uk/en 
 Make a report on the social media platform where the image or video is shared. To help, use 

www.net-aware.org.uk to learn more about what social platforms, apps and games are available 
for young people and how to report content. 

Staying Safe on Snapchat 
 
As Snapchat has grown over the years, there are some steps you can take to make sure you and your 
child stay extra safe: 
 Snapchat etiquette: be kind and respectful to other Snapchatters. Be thoughtful about what can be 

‘Snapped’, and don’t send people anything they you wouldn’t want to receive. 

 Snaps disappear, but ...: remember, even though Snaps are designed to disappear, someone can 
still grab a screenshot or take a picture with another device. 

 Privacy settings: check the privacy settings to choose who can send Snaps or view Stories and      
location on Snap Map. 

 Friends: Snapchat was made for keeping in touch with close friends, so we strongly suggest against 

friending anyone you don’t know in real life. 

 Privacy settings: check the privacy settings to choose who can send Snaps or view Stories and loca-
tion on Snap Map. 

 Friends: Snapchat was made for keeping in touch with close friends, so we strongly suggest against 
friending anyone you don’t know in real life. 

 Report safety concerns: if your child comes across something upsetting, or if anyone asks them to 
do something inappropriate or that makes them uncomfortable, please report the Snap to Snap-
chat directly – and talk to your child about it. 

http://www.ceop.police.uk
https://report.iwf.org.uk/en
http://www.net-aware.org.uk
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 Bullying: if someone is bullying or harassing your child, report the Snap directly to Snapchat.  Make 
sure to block that person and leave any group chat where bullying is taking place. 

 Additional help: check out www.ceop.police.uk to help report someone who is attempting to              
communicate with a young person online in an inappropriate way. 

 International resources are available through the NSPCC website and ‘ThinkUKnow’ web portals. 

 Password security: keep passwords safe and don’t share it with any other people, applications or 
websites under any circumstances.  We also suggest using a different password for every service 
you use. 

 Age minimum: Snapchat was made for people 13 and older. If you have a child under 13 using 
Snapchat, please contact Snapchat with your child’s username and verification of your relationship. 

 

Support for Parents / Guardians 
 

CEOP's Thinkuknow (www.thinkuknow.co.uk) has online safety advice for parents, children and young 
people, including short videos to help parents understand why children send and receive inappropriate 
content and how to talk to them about it. 
  

Children under 18 can visit Childline (www.childline.org.uk) for advice on sexting and online safety.  
 

Young people can also use the Zipit app (https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-
safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/zipit-app/) to send a funny comeback if someone's pressuring them 
to send naked images. 
 
To understand what some of the messages are, The Children’s Society have put together a helpful slang 
dictionary and emoji dictionary which unlocks some of the codes young people may use. 

If your child has been sending, sharing or receiving inappropriate or sexualised messages, photos or     
videos, you may feel angry, confused and upset – it’s natural to feel like this. The most important thing is 
communication.  Talk about how to treat others online with respect and what is and isn’t appropriate 
online behaviour.  

SEEKING MEDICAL HELP 

 Parents, carers and others looking after children are being advised not to let worries about coronavirus 

delay them from seeking medical help.  Health leaders are offering reassurance that while services      

remain extremely busy, parents should not think twice about using urgent and emergency healthcare 

services when their child becomes ill or has a serious accident.  

The advice is also extended to adults – particularly those who are elderly – who may be in need of        

urgent medical attention.  

“Children usually bounce back from minor illness and minor injuries quickly, but for those times when it 

could be something more serious, please act quickly – as you usually would – to avoid the situation 

worsening.”  

http://www.ceop.police.uk
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
http://www.childline.org.uk
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/zipit-app/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/sexting/zipit-app/
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/disrupting-exploitation-slang-dictionary.pdf
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/disrupting-exploitation-slang-dictionary.pdf
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/sites/default/files/emoji-dictionary.pdf

