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Marlborough St Mary’s 

News 7 - April 2020  
Dear Parents and Carers 

Thank you for your patience, in what has been an unprecedented time in all our lives.  Following         

government guidelines the school has stayed open for a very small number of pupils and I would like to 

thank parents for their cooperation and understanding.  Messages from the local authority and           

government reinforce the gravity of the situation we are all facing and there is no doubt that the aim of 

these measures is to limit the size of groups.  To close our doors to any one of our children is devastating, 

but each of us must do the best we can to support the wider effort so that the school and the country 

can return to being the safe and happy places they have always been.  We will be opening on a very    

limited basis over Easter and families who have requested a place will receive a letter from the school. 

I would like to thank our wonderful staff, many of whom would prefer to be safe at home, for continuing 

to come into school to support our vulnerable children and children of key workers.  During this time our 

staff have been working exceptionally hard to ensure that all children have the best possible access to 

home learning.  If you are still having difficulties please contact staff on the class email and someone will 

get in touch to help.  Special thanks to Mrs Black and Mr Taylor, who have been steering us all through 

the minefield of online learning!  The second section of the newsletter aims to put all the key messages 

about home learning together as an easy to access resource.  You are all doing a great job, balancing 

work, home schooling and life in general.  Please don’t worry if your children don’t manage to complete 

all the work set.  

Best wishes to you all, take care of your wonderful families and please tell your children that we are  

missing them all and can’t wait to have them back in school. 

Mrs Schwodler 

STAFF AND GOVERNOR NEWS 

We have many staff who are having to self isolate for a 

variety of reasons but as yet, thankfully, no one has had 

clear symptoms of Covid-19.  Staff are largely working 

from home and coming into school on a rota basis to try 

to minimise the risk of passing on infections.  

THANK YOU FROM THE STAFF 

Thank you to Waitrose for their kind gifts 
of flowers, biscuits, sandwiches, seeds etc. 
which they brought to the school last 
week.  

Thank you also to the Friends of          
Marlborough St Mary’s for the generous 
gifts which they brought in 
to school on Tuesday. 

Thank you to parents and 
carers for all of  their    
messages of support. 

 

REPORTS 

Annual school reports have been posted out to most  

families in KS1 and KS2.  Swallowtail and Hedgehog      

classes will receive their reports before the summer half 

term.  As always, Reception class reports will go out at 

the end of the academic year. 
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ECO NEWS 

Otter Class have now 

raised over £700 for the 

WWF and Rainforest 

Trust UK.  

Donations have been 
made to the Rainforest 
Trust UK as follows: 

Conservation Action Fund 
- £115 

Reintroducing the Spix’s Macaw into the wild - 
£142.64 

Protecting Belize’s critical Maya forest corridor - 
£142.64 

This really is a fabulous achievement - Well done!   

PARENTPAY 

The present unforeseen circumstances have meant 

that some families have paid for meals and events 

that have not taken place.  Please bear with us 

while we bring ParentPay up to date.  

FRIENDS OF MARLBOROUGH ST MARY’S 
 

Unfortunately, at the present time, 
all planned events have been cancelled. 
 

The Sponsored Bounce raised £1037.05. 
 

£146.20 was raised for Sport Relief. 
 

Thank you to everyone for their support. 

WORLD BOOK DAY 

World Book Day on Thursday 5th March was a great success - children and staff came to 

school in some amazing and imaginative costumes and the children brought in some 

fantastic photos of themselves doing their extreme reading.  Thanks to Mrs Harris and 

Miss Burdge who organised the day. 

 

Well done everyone and keep up the reading! 

SPORTS NEWS - Gymnastics Festival 

On 3rd March, we took 30 year 4 children to The 
Vault at Amesbury for a Gymnastics Festival. We 
entered 5 teams of 6.  Our best team finished 4th. 

It was a fun day out and the children all performed 
really well. They experienced tumble tracks and  
vaulting, as well as performing their 
sequences to the  judges. 

Well done everyone and thanks to 
Mrs Haines for preparing the        
children. 

HYGIENE RATING  

We are delighted to say  that the kitchen has       

retained its 5 star rating again for this year.  The 

inspector commented, “What a lovely little kitchen 

we have here!” Congratulations to all of the kitchen 

staff for continuing to do a great job. 
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CONTACT DETAILS  

Please ensure we have up to date 
telephone numbers for all contacts. 

Remember to inform us if you 
change your telephone number, 
email address or move house! 

HEADTEACHER’S AWARD 

Congratulations to the following children, who have received 
a Headteacher’s Award this term. 

KS1   

Rhylee McLaren, Rory Jones, Feargus Blackstock 

KS2  
Noah Mainwaring, Lucas Cripps,                            

Oliver Macdonald-Smith  

DEPUTY HEADTEACHER’S AWARD 

The Deputy Headteacher’s Award has been awarded to 

Sommer Smith, Megan Spackman, Oscar Crampton, 

Thomas Kemp 

Congratulations to all 

A MESSAGE FROM THE FUSION CLUB 

Dear Fusion Member  

We are so disappointed that we did not have the 

opportunity to see you all before school finished.  

We do hope that you are finding lots of things to 

do at home and are managing to get out for some 

exercise.  It is a difficult time for us all and we are 

praying that everyone keeps well and that we can 

all meet up again soon.  The Messy Church Team 

have mentioned in this newsletter some websites 

that you could use for stories and crafts.   In the 

meantime we will be praying for your health and 

safety, and wish you all a very Happy Easter. 

With love from Janneke,  

Margaret and The Fusion 

Team 

A MESSAGE FROM THE MESSY CHURCH TEAM 

Dear Messy Church Family 

We’re sorry we cannot meet for Messy Church on 

5th April as we had planned.  We will miss seeing 

you so much.  We hope you are all managing to 

find good things to do together at home.   

From time to time we want to send you some links 

to things you might enjoy doing.  There are  some 

free Easter Story Books that you can read at 

www.lostsheep.com.au such as Dave the Donkey, 

Peter and the Rooster, The Way of the Cross, and 

many more.  Pinterest also has lots of Messy 

Church Activities.  There is also a great bible based 

game called Guardians of Ancora, on the website 

https://www.guardiansofancora.com and lastly 

the Messy Church website has lots of ideas and 

activities.  https://www.messychurch.org/messy-

blog/sharing-messy-church 

With much love and prayers for you all as you stay 

home and keep safe. 

Caroline and Mark Philps,  

Rev. Chris Smith and the 

Messy Church Team  

 

 

http://www.lostsheep.com.au
https://www.guardiansofancora.com
https://www.messychurch.org/messy-blog/sharing-messy-church
https://www.messychurch.org/messy-blog/sharing-messy-church
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HOME LEARNING UPDATE 
 
Thank you to all children and their families for their determination to make a success of home learning.  
All the teachers have been extremely pleased with the variety and quality of the work that has been sent 
through to them.   
 New work will not be set over the Easter break instead we are attaching a sheet with ideas for  

Easter-themed activities.  These are optional tasks. 
 New home learning activities for all year groups will be available on Monday 20th April. 
 The private chat facility on Teams has been disabled as we are unable to police it at the moment. 
 

There have been some frequently asked questions regarding Home Learning – please find answers to the 
most common questions below: 
 
 
 
Where do I access my child’s Home Learning? 
 Work for all year groups will continue to be posted on the school website through the class pages.  

The tasks for Years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 will also be posted on Microsoft Office 365 Teams.                    
This is a new option for Year 2.  If you are a parent of a Year 2 pupil please email                    
techsupport@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk  and Mrs Black will respond with the your child’s 
user name and password along with instructions on how to access the team site and complete    
assignments.     

 The same email address can be used for any technical support required in connection to Microsoft 
Office 365 Teams.   

 Please be patient, Mrs Black will respond to your emails as quickly as possible. 
 
How do I submit my child’s Home Learning work? 
 Children can complete their work electronically or on paper.   
 All year groups can use the class email addresses to send photographs and documents directly to 

the class teachers.   Work may be sent through to teachers as soon as it is completed. The teachers 
will be delighted to see what the children have done and will provide feedback – both praise and 
next steps – just as they do in school. 

 If your child is using Microsoft Office 365 Teams then they can also submit work through the Teams 
site.  Instructions on how to do this are available on the website and through the Teams site. 

 If the work is completed on paper then please scan or take photos of the work and email it to the 
teachers using the class email addresses e.g. foxclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk      

 
My child is finding the Home Learning difficult how do I get help? 
 If your child is finding a task tricky then please email their class teacher using the 

class email address.  The teachers will provide support and advice as quickly as 
they can.  While you are waiting for a response, please take a break from the task 
and encourage your child to try a different activity. 

 
My child has misplaced their login details? 
 Your child may have a number of different logins for a range of activities. 
 If they have misplaced or have not yet received a login for Microsoft Office 365 Teams and are in 

Y2, 3, 4, 5 or 6 then please contact techsupport@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk and Mrs Black 
will send through details as quickly as she can. 

 If your child has misplaced or not yet received their login for TTRockstars or Numbots then please 
contact the class teachers using the class email address.  Likewise, if your child is in Y3, 4, 5 or 6 and 
has misplaced their Khan Academy (Maths) login details then please contact the class teachers 
through the class email. 

mailto:techsupport@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:foxclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:techsupport@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk
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READING AT HOME 

As you know, reading is incredibly important and it is vital that the children continue to read over the 
coming months. Reading with your child every day is a wonderful way to help their minds and vocabulary 
grow and to inspire a lifelong love of learning.  This can of course, be a mix of you reading to them and 
crucially, them reading to you. 

Oxford Owl 
Oxford Owl have a selection of e-books available to read. These are more suitable for KS1 and lower KS2. 
You can find them by accessing the following hyperlink.  Each book has short activities to complete after 
your child has finished reading them. https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/  
 Click My Class Login 
 Use the Class Login information (see below – please note Capital Letters ) 
 Click on My Bookshelf - You can then sort books by age range or theme 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                          

                                                                                               Audible 
Audible is making hundreds of titles available for free to help people during this time.  The audiobook 
platform announced that anyone can listen to a vast selection of its titles for free, for as long as schools 
remain closed. https://stories.audible.com/discovery 
 

First News (KS2) 
In school, we have access to a weekly newspaper written for children.  We will upload a pdf version of the 
newspaper each week so that children can keep up with the news.  As well as news reports, there are  
also interviews, quizzes and competitions.  
 

Teach Your Monster to Read (KS1) 
Teach Your Monster to Read is also free currently.  You can download this as an app or use the website.  
 

Happy reading! 
 

 Login details for Oxford Owl (Reading) below 
 Logins for additional sites will be emailed out to parents as they become      

available. 
 
I need some further support or advice about home learning? 
 

 Please feel free to email the class teachers with any queries or requests for help.  You can also 
email Mrs Holford-Wright using  year6thw@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk  or alternatively you 
can call the school office to speak to her directly or leave a message and she will get back to you as 
soon as she can.      

Please keep in touch – we are here to support every member of our school community.  

Year group/class Username Password 

Reception robinwren Robinwren 

Year 1 hedgehogsquirrel Hedgehogsquirrel 

Year 2 badgerfox Badgerfox 

Year 3 dragonflyswallowtail Dragonflyswallowtail 

Teal teal Teal 

Mallard mallardpa Mallardpa 

Watervole watervoleharris Watervoleharris 

Otter otterambrosini Otterambrosini 

Heron herontaylor Herontaylor 

Kingfisher kingfisherferris Kingfisherferris 

Oak and Acorn OakAcorn OakAcorn2020 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/audible
https://stories.audible.com/discovery
mailto:year6thw@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk
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EASTER HOLIDAYS 

No formal learning will be set over the Easter holidays but below is a selection of fun activities that you 
can access if you wish.  Teachers need a break too so they will not be replying to email messages over 
the holiday period.  The office will not always be manned over Easter so you may have to wait some time 
for answers to queries. 

A very Happy Easter to all our children and 

families.  Hopefully the sun will shine and      

everyone will stay safe and well . 

OPTIONAL FUN ACTIVITIES FOR EASTER 
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