
 

 

Marlborough St Mary’s Primary School 

Robin/Wren Home Learning 

4.5.2020 

Good Morning everyone. 

We would like to say how very proud we are of you, all of the work you are 

doing and how well you are adapting to being at home at these difficult 

times.  

A huge thank you to all of the parents for supporting your children and 

many, many thanks for the work you have been sending in, please keep it 

up, we love to see it. If you can keep all evidence of work that would be 

great, perhaps write on it whether it was carried out with support from 

someone or completed independently; that would be helpful. 

Keep your eyes open for a video post or chat – we are trying to organise a 

way of posting something for the children to see. 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Playing and exploring  

Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’ Play with your child and encourage them 

to explore and pretend. Allow them to follow their own interests and help them learn about the 

things that they are curious about.  

Active learning – Motivation 

Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements 

 Be specific when you praise, especially noting effort such as how the child concentrates, 

tries different approaches, persists, solves problems, and has new ideas. 

 Help children to become aware of their own goals, make plans, and to review their own 

progress and successes.  

 Describe what you see them trying to do, and encourage children to talk about their own 

processes and successes. 

 

Creating and Thinking critically 

Children develop their own ideas and strategies for doing things. Allow your child to design and 

create freely. Talk to them about what they are doing and how they plan to do it, what worked well 

and what they would change next time. 

 

 Use the language of thinking and learning: think, know, remember, forget, idea, makes 

sense, plan, learn, find out, confused, figure out, trying to do.  

 Model being a thinker, showing that you don’t always know, are curious and sometimes 

puzzled, and can think and find out.  

 Encourage open-ended thinking by not settling on the first ideas: What else is possible?  

 Always respect children’s efforts and ideas, so they feel safe to take a risk with a new idea  



 

This terms school value – Perseverance –  

Our value this terms links with our characteristics of learning above – Active 

learning. The ability to persevere when met with a challenge is an important 

characteristic to develop. It helps to build resilience; something needed 

throughout schooling and work. Developing these through play, acknowledging 

successes and building on these supports your child’s self-confidence. 

 

https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2012/03/Development-

Matters-FINAL-PRINT-AMENDED.pdf 

 

 

Daily Learning –  

refer to these each day to practise key skills 

 

Literacy – Daily skills 

 

Phonics: please continue to use the live daily phonics lessons. For extra practise 

try reading j v r th. Remember to use your green book to make flashcards.  

Reading: Continue reading your school books or ebooks that you have managed 

to download as well as continuing to listen to stories by Nick on the RWI 

website – we would appreciate some feedback on this resource if you have been 

using it.  

This week’s Red Words are: down put they were use the guidelines from past 

planning to help you remind yourself how to teach them and encourage your child 

to use them in their writing.  

Handwriting focus will be on f e l sh. You can practise in a book with lines 

remember to sit your letters on the line make sure the ascenders (l h) go tall 

above the line and the descender (f) below the line. There are also some 

practise sheets available to download on Oxford Owl. An example of what they 

look like is shown here. There is a sheet for every sound in speed set 1. 
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Maths – daily skills 

 Please see suggestions for previous weeks’ daily Maths, these are still 

very relevant and it is important that we continue to practise these and 

keep the recall fast and fluid. 

The website below has lots of interactive activities on to support number. 

You need to sign up but it is free (although it has add once you are in the 

site but you do not need to take these up)  
https://kids.classroomsecrets.co.uk/resource/reception-order-the-numbers-11-20/ 

 

 Counting to 20 

 

Each week we shall focus on an area of Maths as a daily warm up. This week our 

focus area is numbers to 20, make sure you count to 20 and backwards each 

day, counting objects, actions, food, time it takes to do something. As we have 

done before, start counting at different numbers, eg you say 15, child counts on 

and reverse this to count backwards. 

Encourage your child to recognise that each number is 1 more than the last. 

Can you make yourselves a number line to use for the rest of this week? You can 

make it out of anything, here is a lego one as an example, make sure that 

children are saying ‘teen’ not ‘ty’ at the end of the word when you are counting 

the teens numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://kids.classroomsecrets.co.uk/resource/reception-order-the-numbers-11-20/


 

Number formation 

 Please continue to practise writing your numbers 0 to 9 in order to keep 

up your number formation.  

 This week can you make each number 0-9 by finding either sand, sugar, 

flour, shaving foam or anything fine, place it in a tray and trace the 

numbers. Perhaps make a rainbow or a picture to go underneath to reveal 

parts of it. 

 
 

 Which have straight or curved lines? 

 

 What do you notice about the size of the sticks you need to use for the 

straight/curved numbers. 

 

 Next make numbers 10-20, what do you notice about each number, does 

anything stay the same, what changes each time? 

 

 

Shape, Space and measure for this week 

 

This week we are thinking about Spacial Awareness, linking this with your work 

on mapping and planning that you will be doing in Literacy. You can begin to 

represent real places you have visited or places in stories you have read with 

drawing maps and models. 

Positional language can be built into daily activities; tidy up time, play with doll. 

Cars etc 

Put the bricks INTO the box, put teddy ON the bed, NEXT TO the table 

Over, under, around, behind, between, inside, outside. 

Children can draw maps/stories, make models or act out a journey through the 

house. 

Suggested books: 

 We’re going on a bear hunt 

 Rosie’s walk 

 Little red riding hood 

 



 

 

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 

If you have a 

farm set, cars, 

dolls house or any 

other small world 

toys then pay 

with these, 

setting up 

scenarios and as 

you play use the 

language of 

position, eg: 

where shall we 

put the cow; in 

the field, outside 

of the barn? 

Set up your own 

bear/toy hunt. 

You can do this 

inside or outside 

of your house. 

You can set this 

up for your child 

first, asking them 

where they could 

look and describe 

what they are 

doing as they go, 

eg: I am going to 

look behind the 

bush. 

Can your child 

then set up a hunt 

for you, giving you 

instruction/clues 

about where to 

find them. 

Draw a map of 

your bear hiding 

places for your 

child to follow. 

Maybe a simple 

map of the 

lounge, their 

bedroom, house 

or garden. Hide a 

bear somewhere 

and then ask 

them to follow a 

route to find 

it…dictating the 

route they have 

to take. Include 

positional 

language, start at 

the tree, move 

around the goal 

post and under 

the net, then walk 

forwards and 

touch the wall, 

find the flower 

next to the 

fence…… and then 

they do the same. 

Set up an 

obstacle course in 

the garden (if it 

is raining set one 

up in the house 

for you or a 

teddy). 

Can you give 

instructions eg: 

go over the chair, 

through the chair 

leg, between the 

bricks 

 

Spring is here 

Continue to look out for signs of Spring! 

Look out of your window and see what has changed – look at your photograph 

from last week, take a new one, has anything changed? 

 

 

Completing home learning 

We have loved seeing your photographs of the work you have done and would 

love to see any work you have made or recorded onto paper or in a book, we 

value all that you do and look forward to hearing from you throughout the week 

on. 

robinclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk 

wrenclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk 

 

mailto:robinclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:wrenclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

Internet links 
 https://abcdoes.com - Alistair Bryce -Clegg is gathering practical ideas from teachers across 

the country to support learning at home, keep an eye on his blogs as these gather over the 

coming weeks. 

 https://whiterosemaths.com - we use some of these resources in school already so the 

children are familiar with some of the ways Math’s is represented. White Rose are in the 

process of developing home video tutorials and ideas for work to complete. 

 https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home - You can register with the home section and will 

have access to many literacy and math’s resources – remember we use the Read Write Inc 

phonics scheme. 

 https://www.topmarks.co.uk - lots of interactive games across the curriculum. You may 

need to allow flash player to access some of these. 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks - these are brilliant 

 https://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/activity-sheets 

 https://naturedetectives.woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedetectives/ 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/rainforest-habitats 

 

NEW 

 

Here are the log in details for Espresso – Discovery Education  

https://central.espresso.co.uk/espresso/primary_uk/home/index.html?source=topnav-menu 

 On here you will find tons of activities, have a look around. We will direct you to use 

some of these over the coming weeks. 
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Home Learning – Day 1 
 
Literacy 

 

Literacy focus:  

 Last week we looked at Sam & Dave dig a hole. We will carry on using the 

story this week. Start by reminding yourself of the story on Youtube. 

Then stop the story on the inside cover of the book what can you see? 

(Point out weather vane, plant pot, fruit tree and cat’s collar.) Then look 

to the back of the book and see what has changed – How many 

differences can you spot?  

 Why do you think this has happened? 

 Have Sam and Dave changed?  

 Where are they at the beginning of the story and where are they at the 

end? 

 Have the animals changed? 

 What time of day is it? 

 Can you draw a picture of Sam and Dave. Choose whether your picture will 

be at the beginning or the end of the story and label your picture. Remind 

children to use capital letters for names and to use Fred fingers to sound 

out words. If your label needs 2 words e.g. apple tree  remember finger 

spaces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Maths 

Daily – see above 

 

Number 

 Staircases are a great way of recognising that each number is one. 

See Number blocks, series 5, episode 2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNZMsXSOlEU 

and 

Episode 14 I can count to twenty. 

 

 Can you use objects in your house or garden to make your own staircase 

and label these with the correct numbers. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNZMsXSOlEU


 

 

 

 

Extra Curriculum Subject: Science 

Grow yourself a rainbow 

 

Have fun maybe hang it up in the window for everyone to see.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Daily physical activity 

This week we would like you to improve your balance, you may need this for an 

activity later in the week when you create an obstacle course 
 https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga

