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Marlborough St Mary’s 

News 9 - May 2020  
Dear Parents and Carers 

I am sure you have all heard the news that the Government is asking schools to open 

for more children from 1st June.  Proposals include: 

 Children in Reception, year 1 and Year 6 to begin a phased return from the start of 

June 

 Other year groups to possibly return in July 

 Continuing care for the children of key workers 

We are still waiting for guidance on exactly what this will look like and I will be writing to everyone as 

soon as we have some clarity around arrangements.  However it is likely that we will be splitting classes 

and organising a staggered start to the beginning and end of the school day.  Various other measures will 

be put in place and we will keep you fully informed. 

We are all looking forward to welcoming children back to school and hope that soon we will be able to 

see all our children and families.  We understand that some families will be anxious about returning to 

school but you can be sure that everything will be thought through carefully and we will do everything in 

our power to keep  all the children and adults in school as safe as possible.  

For those of you who will still be home learning, thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs Schwodler 

CHILDREN’S NEWSLETTER 

Edition 2 of the Children’s Newsletter is due out 

soon and we are looking for content from          

children.  If you think you have what it takes to be 

a journalist send your pictures, articles, jokes, 

book  reviews or poems to  

techsupport@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk 

for a chance to feature in the next newsletter. 

 
 
 
 

HALF TERM 

The school will be closed to all 

pupils over half term, to enable 

us to deep clean the premises, 

clear areas of unnecessary clutter  

and put measures in place to   

facilitate social distancing    

wherever possible.  

 

mailto:techsupport@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk
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MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNORS 

The Governors would once again like to say a massive thank you to staff for all of their hard work and   

support of pupils and their families during these unprecedented times.  We appreciate that every day many 

of the staff are putting themselves at risk coming into school or juggling working from home with their own 

family challenges, facilitating home learning, troubleshooting IT problems, delivering  learning packs to 

people’s homes and also ensuring the children are catered for when in school.  

 

We also would like to thank all parents and carers for their engagement with home-schooling and the  

challenges this brings. 
 

As many of you will have seen, on Monday the Government announced that it would like to see all primary 

children return to school by the end of the summer term. Over the coming week we expect to see more 

guidance from Government on how the phased return for primary children will work in practice.   

 

We would like to reassure all staff, children and their families that their wellbeing will be central to any   

decisions we make as a school.  Whilst we will listen to the advice of the Department for Education, we will 

only implement a phased approach that we feel is reasonable for the safety and well-being of staff and 

families of the school. 

 

More information will follow as soon as it is agreed in the coming weeks. 

SKATEPARK 

Marlborough Town Council is seeking your views on a proposal to install intelligent LED floodlighting at 

the Skatepark within the Recreation Ground, Salisbury Road. 

 

This is something the young people of Marlborough have been asking the Town Council  to consider for 

a few years. 

 

The  'face to face' public consultation has had to be cancelled, hence the link to the online survey that 

has been created to seek local opinion on the installation of floodlighting at the Skatepark.   

https://www.marlborough-tc.gov.uk/community/skate-park-floodlighting-consultation 

If you would prefer to fill in a paper questionnaire, please request one from Clare Harris on                 
07395 793018 or email charris@marlborough-tc.gov.uk 

  

This survey closes on Friday, 12 June 

 

 

 

https://www.marlborough-tc.gov.uk/community/skate-park-floodlighting-consultation
mailto:charris@marlborough-tc.gov.uk
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JULIA’S HOUSE  

Julia’s House is an award winning children’s      
hospice in Dorset and Wiltshire. During the     

Coronavirus outbreak they are running an online 
fundraising event. 

Gameathon 

23-24 May  

    Play your favourite video games to raise money 
for Julia’s House. 

Email community@juliashouse.org for more      
details on these events. 

MACIE WELCH - FUNDRAISING 

Well done to Macie Welch (year 2) who is raising 

funds for Cancer Research.  She is having her hair 

cut off and has set a target of raising £500 but as 

of now she has already raised £950!  See if we can 

help her get to £1000 as I  know Cancer has 

touched many of our lives. https://

www.gofundme.com/f/macies-haircut-for-cancer-

research-uk?

utm_source=customer&utm_medium=email&utm

_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet  

 

WAITROSE 

Waitrose have contacted us to say that they would 

like pictures  of rainbows, keyworkers etc. to     

decorate the windows of their café while it is 

closed.   

Any pictures  can be dropped off at Waitrose, not 

the school. 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

It is likely that a number of people are now       

eligible for free meals due to changed                 

circumstances.  If so, please be aware that you 

have to apply for them - they do not                   

automatically come with Universal Credit or any 

other benefit.   

You can apply online: 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learning-

free-school-meals or phone/email the school and 

we will support you to complete the application. 

Currently the government is operating a voucher 

system through which each child entitled to free 

school meals gets a weekly £15 contribution to 

food bills.   

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 

In school the children are used to coming         

together through the week for Collective        

Worship. The sessions are based around the 

school value for the term, important events and 

special dates in the Church’s year.  Our value for 

this term is Perseverance and next term is     

Courage. 

We are adding some collective worship resources 

and activities to the Home Learning page on our 

website, for children to access during lockdown. 

New content will be added from time to time. 

Last Thursday, the Archbishop of Canterbury 

led the ‘largest ever’ school assembly in         

partnership with Oak National Academy.  The 

theme was Hope. 

Every Thursday at 11am, the pre-recorded        

assembly videos will be available to watch and 

will be available on  

https://

www.thenational.academy/

assembly   

There will be separate primary 

and secondary content. 

mailto:community@juliashouse.org
https://www.gofundme.com/f/macies-haircut-for-cancer-research-uk?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
https://www.gofundme.com/f/macies-haircut-for-cancer-research-uk?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
https://www.gofundme.com/f/macies-haircut-for-cancer-research-uk?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
https://www.gofundme.com/f/macies-haircut-for-cancer-research-uk?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
https://www.gofundme.com/f/macies-haircut-for-cancer-research-uk?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learning-free-school-meals
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learning-free-school-meals
https://www.thenational.academy/assembly
https://www.thenational.academy/assembly
https://www.thenational.academy/assembly
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RECOMMENDED BOOK LIST 
 
Suggested titles of key stories  - these include classics from our literary heritage as well 
as stories from key modern authors. 
 
Reception Key authors: Julia Donaldson/Axel Scheffler 
Gruffalo, The Smartest Giant in Town, Tiddler, A squash and a Squeeze, The Highway Rat,                    
What the Ladybird Heard - Julia Donaldson 
We’re going on a Bear Hunt - Michael Rosen 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar, The Bad Tempered Ladybird - Eric Carle 
The Rainbow Fish - Marcus Phister 
Elmer,  Not Now Bernard - David Mckee 
My Cat likes to hide in Boxes - Lynley Dodd 
Each Peach, Pear, Plum,  Peepo,  Funnybones - Allan Ahlberg 
Owl Babies,  The Pig in the Pond - Martin Waddell 
Mr Magnolia - Quentin Blake 
Six Dinner Sid - Inga Moore 
   
Year 1 Key authors:  Anthony Browne 
On the way Home - Jill Murphy  
Gorilla,  Willy the Wimp, Champ, Piggybook, Into the Forest, The Tunnel - Anthony 
Browne 
The Enormous Crocodile - Roald Dahl 
Where the Wild Things are - Maurice Sendak 
 
Year 2   Key authors: Mini Grey, Roald Dahl 
The Twits, Fantastic Mr Fox, The Magic Finger -  Roald Dahl 
The Princess and the Pea, Traction Man Series, Biscuit Bear, Egg Drop - Mini Grey 
Horrid Henry Series - Francesca Simon 
 
Year 3 Key authors: Roald Dahl,  Anne Fine 
Roman Mysteries - Caroline Lawrence 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, The BFG, James and the Giant Peach - Roald Dahl        
Mr Stink - David Walliams 
Blodin the Beast, Tom’s Sausage Lion,  Kasper: The Prince of Cats -  Michael Morpurgo 
Diary of a Killer Cat Series - Anne Fine 
Flat Stanley Series - Jeff Brown 
Beast Quest - Adam Blade 
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Year 4  Key authors: Michael Morpurgo, Terry Jones                 
Danny the Champion of the World  - Roald Dahl 
The Iron Man  - Ted Hughes 
Erik the Viking  - Terry Jones 
The Paperbag Prince  - Colin Thompson 
Way Home  - Libby Hathorn 
The Edge Chronicles (Last of the Sky Pirates) - Paul Stewart and Chris Riddell 
The Demon Dentist - David Walliams 
Fortunately the Milk, Hansel and Gretel - Neil Gaiman 
Harry Potter series (early books)  - J. K. Rowling 
The Crowstarver - Dick King Smith 
 
 
Year 5 Key authors: CS Lewis, Michael Morpurgo 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe - CS Lewis 
Tom’s Midnight Garden - Phillipa Pearce 
Arthur - The High King of Britain  
The Giant’s Necklace, My Friend Walter - Michael Morpurgo 
Grimm Tales for Young and Old - Phillip Pullman 
The Elephant’s Child - Rachel Campbell-Johnston 
The Edge Chronicles (Beyond the Deepwoods)  -  Paul Stewart and Chris Riddell 
Matilda, Boy - Roald Dahl 
Groosham Grange - Anthony Horowitz 
Journey to the River Sea  - Eva Ibbotson 
 
 
Year 6 Key authors: Charles Dickens, Phillip Pullman, Anthony Horowitz 
Oliver Twist/David Copperfield - Charles Dickens 
Tom’s Midnight Garden - Phillipa Pearce 
Going Solo - Roald Dahl 
Gladiator - Simon Scarrow 
Wonder - R G Palacio 
Skellig - David Almond 
Feather Boy - Nicky Singer 
The Amulet of Samarkand - Jonathan Stroud 
The Wreck of the Zanzibar -  Michael Murpurgo 
The Northern Lights Trilogy -  Phillip Pullman 
Alex Rider series - Anthony Horowitz 
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SUPERSTAR HOME LEARNERS 

As most children are working from home at the moment we have decided to                       
introduce a new award.  Teachers across the school have nominated children in their 

class as Superstar Home Learners. 

  

Ruby Mantock  (Robin)  For her huge efforts with home learning across all curriculum areas. 

Noah Dillon (and Mum) (Wren)  For working very hard and coming up with ingenious ways of 
staying focussed e.g. writing the answer to a number sentence on empty egg shell halves which Noah 
could smash when he got the right answer!  Noah also made a post box for red words and painted 

his family as ladybird pebbles.  Lovely work! 

William Berry and Annabelle Mc Coll (Squirrel )  For being consistently brilliant.  The time and    

effort they’ve put in is clear to see and we are all really impressed.  

Rhylee McLaren (Hedgehog)   For excellent work in phonics. 

Felix Spackman (Fox )   For  consistently working hard on his home learning and his enthusiasm for 

the Titanic topic. 

Leo Hall (Badger)   For his positive attitude, perseverance and consistently demonstrating his love 

for learning!! 

Matthew Barry (and his sister )  (Acorn)   For an excellent attitude to home learning and joining in 
all activities positively!  It has been lovely to see the  smile on Mathew’s face on  all the               

photographs that have been sent in! 

Freddie Rowlands (Dragonfly )  In recognition of his efforts in French.  He sent in a fantastic video 

of him and his little brother practising farm animals vocabulary in French.  We were very impressed! 

Dawson Brett (Swallowtail)  For outstanding effort in all his home learning and his amazing      

progress with his handwriting.  

Chase Burr (Mallard)   For his enthusiasm in all areas of home learning. 

Riley Scarr (Teal )  For working very hard on all his home learning and persevering with some tricky 

maths work . 

Bethia Prest, Henry Mann and Damian Cleverley (Water Vole)  For their positive, dedicated and 

enthusiastic attitudes to learning since the beginning of home learning.  

Joshua Nighy, Oliver Whiting and Naomi  Holford-Wright (Otter )   For showing a super           

commitment to their home learning and striving to achieve their best.  

Svea Rosedale (Kingfisher )  For completing 100% of the mastery tasks set in the Khan Academy 

maths programme . 

Charlotte Morley (Heron)  For her excellent engagement with home learning and her wonderful 

Egyptian pyramid project! 

Tom Liddiard (Oak )  For  excellent maths work and producing some lovely artwork.  
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TECH SUPPORT 

Teachers and parents have all been dealing with 
a huge change to their ways of working and 
some of the new technology can be quite      
challenging.  The ‘Teams’ application is working 
brilliantly but we realise some parents may still 
be experiencing technical problems. 

If you would like some assistance with any of the 
technical aspects of home learning please feel 
free to email Kath Black on                                 
techsupport@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk - 
Kath will be able to ring you and help you get 
started.  

We are also able to set up one login for a family 
for teams so if you have siblings at school and 
you would like to be able to do this please get in 
touch on the tech support  email above. 

CLASS CHATS ON TEAMS 

As you are aware, Years 1 - 6 and Acorn and Oak       
Classes are now having weekly class chats.    

 

Acorn Wednesday 2-2.15pm 

Oak Wednesday 1.30-1.45pm 

Hedgehog Tuesday 10-10.30am 

Squirrel Tuesday 1.30-2pm 

Badger Wednesday 2.30-3pm 

Fox Wednesday 1.30-2pm 

Dragonfly Thursday 11-11.30am 

Swallowtail Thursday 10-10.30am 

Mallard Monday 1.30-2pm 

Teal Monday 2.30-3pm 

Otter Thursday 1.15-1.45pm 

Water Vole Wednesday 3-3.30pm 

Heron Monday 9.30-10am 

Kingfisher Monday 10-10.30am 

VIRTUAL SPORTS DAY 

As we will not be able to hold a  sports day  at school this year, Miss Scott is planning a 

virtual sports day that can be done anywhere. 

This will consist of a range of challenges that are skills based but hopefully fun too.       

All effort gets points and there will be a winning house. 

Look out for more information which will be sent out after half term. 

 

 

 

Don’t forget that you and your child can access the award-winning Discovery Education Espresso service 

from home.   

Go to the website: www.discoveryeducation.co.uk      Click on “login” and select “Espresso” or “Coding”                 
Enter your username: student31478                                Enter your password: school 

More information can be found under ‘Home Learning’ on the school website:                                                     

http://marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk/index.php/school-closure/  

http://www.discoveryeducation.co.uk
http://marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk/index.php/school-closure/
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Dear Parents, Carers and Young People  

We are aware that it is a very anxious time and there may be concerns about 
where to access support in coming weeks should there be school closures or you needing to self isolate.  

As a school nursing service we would like to let you know we are here to support you during this time.  

 For secondary school age young people: 

 We have set up a confidential telephone drop-in service Monday to Friday 12-2pm. Any young person 
that would like to call and speak to a qualified nurse on the end of the phone can call 0300 247 0090 
Monday to Friday 12-2pm and speak to them. 

 We also have our CHAT health text service so you can text a school nurse for advice or support for 
any health issues or worries, again this is confidential and you don't need to give your name if you don't 
want to the number is 07480 635513 

For parents of any school age child:  

  

We have duty school nurses available at the end of the phone Monday to Friday 9-5pm should you       
require any support with your school age child. This is available permanently for all parents to access for 
advice and support. If you would like support please call one of our nurses through our Single Point of 
access on 0300 247 0090 

  

Kind Regards 

Wiltshire School Nursing Service 

School Age Immunisations Team 
Virgin Care Services Limited 

MINDFULNESS AND WELLBEING 

Mrs Pawlaczek has very kindly put together a short video on meditation and   

keeping calm for children and adults to use if they are feeling anxious.                 

This can be accessed through the school website on the following link:  

http://marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk/index.php/well-being-and-pshe/  

 

http://marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk/index.php/well-being-and-pshe/

