
Technology Take off 

1990 to 1999

WALT: find out how major events of the 

1990’s affect our life today? What is the 

impact of the Internet Revolution?



1990 ~ Nelson Mandela is 

released after spending 27 

years in prison in South 

Africa. He was elected the 

first black president of South 

Africa in 1994.

22nd November 1990, Margaret 

Thatcher Britain’s first female 

Prime Minister resigns.



1991 ~ Operation Desert Storm ~ The Gulf War. Iraq invaded Kuwait so 

international forces were deployed in response. Over 53,000 of our British 

troops were involved.



1991 ~ Apartheid ends in South 

Africa. Apartheid was a system of 

racial segregation and 

discrimination that existed in 

South Africa.



The Microsoft company produced Windows 3.1 for use on personal 

computers. This made Windows widely used for desktop publishing 

for the first time.



First invented in 1980 but 

demonstrated in 1989 

after 9 years of research, 

the World Wide Web 

went public in 1993.

1994 ~ The Queen and French 

President officially open channel 

tunnel. Construction had began in 

1987 and took 7 years.

National Lottery began on 

Saturday 19th November 

1994. The Wednesday lottery 

was added in 1997.



Yahoo started as a tiny, unprofitable 

business run by two American PHD 

students. It was originally called ‘Jerry and 

David’s guide to the World Wide Web’. They 

later changed the name to yahoo so it could 

be associated with “fun, discovery and 

finding information”

Ebay is now a multibillion 

dollar business with 

operations in over 30 

countries. It was a huge 

success story from day 1.



31st August 1997 Princess Diana is killed in a car crash with her 

friend Dodi Al Fayed. 

The British called her ‘The People’s Princess’ because of the 

compassionate and kind way she spoke to and treated ordinary 

people. She had done a huge amount of charity work both in 

and out of the UK and there was a national outpouring of grief 

when she died. 60 million bouquets were left at memorials all 

over London after her death.



1998 ~ Founded by Larry Page and 
Sergey Brin while they were students 
at Sanford University. Google now 
operates over 1 million servers 
throughout the world and processes 
over 1 billion search requests every 
day.

1999 ~ Welsh Assembly 
Government founded.



One of the defining features of 90s music was the birth of 

'Britpop'. This was a style of pop music that aimed to promote 

'Britishness' and commonly featured electric guitars, drums and 

male singers. It was said to be an answer to the 'grunge' 

movement that originated in the United States, of which Nirvana 

are the most famous example.

American Band ‘Nirvana’ British band ‘Oasis’



Britpop was the style used by world-famous bands such as 

Oasis, Blur, Pulp and Suede who became known as 'The Big 

Four' thanks to their domination of the charts at this time. 

The summer of 1995 was dominated by the 'Battle of Britpop' 

which was between Blur and Oasis for the number 1 spot.

Oasis Blur

Pulp



 Blur  - Country House

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0e1uK6a

6ZI

 Oasis – Roll with it

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DrARl0dzd

-0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T0e1uK6a6ZI


 However the 90s weren't only for the boys, with major 

female groups also finding fame. The most well-known of 

which were the Spice Girls who were incredibly popular in 

Britain and around the world. Once again they promoted 

'Britishness' and had catchy melodies and lyrics, but they 

also started the 'Girl Power' movement which was heavily 

linked to feminism and helped empower girls and women 

worldwide. 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gJLIiF15wjQ



 It isn't too far to assume that without their music, many 

female singers and artists who we love today would not 

have had the confidence to chase their dream. The fame 

gained by the Spice Girls meant that after 2000, girl 

groups were always in the British charts with Atomic 

Kitten, Sugababes and Girls Aloud the most famous.



 Virtually 100% of homes had a washing machine.

 Population of Britain was over 58 million.

 Mobile phones became smaller, cheaper and more popular.

 By 1991 3 million computers were connected to the Internet, by 

1996 10 million and by 1998 there were 130 million Internet 

users.

 24 hour shopping and Sunday trading was allowed.

 1994 Sony launched the Playstation.


