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Marlborough St Mary’s 

News 11 - July 2020  
Dear Parents and Carers 

As we approach the end of the academic year I would like to thank all our staff, children and  parents for 

their herculean efforts to keep the children’s learning going over the last five months.  These have been 

unprecedented times and the possibility of losing five months of learning and never catching up seemed 

very real.  However, due to the dedication of staff, parents’/carers’ efforts to support home learning and 

the hard work and commitment from the children we are confident that we will be able to ensure that 

the children can catch up with lost learning as soon as possible.  

We have been delighted to be able to bring all the children back into school, even if it is only for a short 

time.  The children have been very settled and after a couple of days it has felt as if they’ve never been 

away.  

If your child has not yet been back in school do think about sending them in for 

the last two days.  With small classes of 12 - 15 children, things are very calm in 

school and a couple of days this side of the holiday may stop the children         

worrying all through the summer holiday. 

Mrs Schwodler     

 

We would like to wish all our children and families 
a very happy summer holiday. 

PICK UP AND DROP OFF 

Please arrive at the correct time to 

drop off or collect your children.  

This will be particularly important  in 

September when we will have larger 

numbers of children in school.  

Parents are expected to stay outside 

the school site until the allocated 

time for drop off or pick up. 

END OF TERM 

The last day of term is Tuesday 21st July.  There will be no 

school on 22nd July, to allow teachers and teaching assistants 

to set up their classrooms ready to welcome back all the      

children in September.  During the period when we have been 

working with classes of fifteen or less, all unnecessary            

furniture has been put into storage and needs to be returned 

to the classrooms. 

The school will only be open for Year 6 pupils to enable us to 

say farewell in a socially distanced, outdoor leavers’ assembly. 
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VIRTUAL SPORTS DAY    

Pegasus win the cup! 

 RESULTS  

 Key Stage 1 

 Pegasus 608 

 Phoenix 599 

 Dragon 540 

 Gryphon 420 

 Key Stage 2 

 Pegasus 4641 

 Gryphon 4257 

 Phoenix 3633 

 Dragon 3033 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Pegasus House  

who have won the KS1 and KS2 Sports Day Cup  

 

The Virtual Sports Day was a great success, with families coming up with all manner of innovative ideas 
to get sports going at home.  Friends got together to participate in sports in Savernake Forest and        
obstacle courses  were set up in the street to enable children to compete against one another.  Well 
done to you all for your fantastic, imaginative ideas!   We have had some brilliant videos of obstacle 
courses in gardens, living rooms and open spaces. 

Children in school carried out a series of challenges and competed in their PE lessons in school. 

Miss Scott has highlighted some individual achievements of note: 

 Svea Rosedale and Amelie Haines running through Lockdown to earn lots of points for their house 

 Oskar Monks doing 55km bike rides with his family 

 Grace Minchin demonstrating excellent skills in Long Jump 

 Ben Prest showing a gritty determination to give me his best possible results. 

Well done to everyone and many thanks to Miss Scott  for organising the event and collating all the       
results. 
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GOVERNOR NEWS - Parent Governor Vacancy 

There will be a Parent Governor vacancy in the autumn.  This is because Katie Riches term of office        

finishes on 11 October.  Katie has been appointed Co-opted Governor to continue to use her skills and 

knowledge to support the Governing Body. 

The Governing Body has three key roles:- 

 Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction  
 Holding the headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school and its pupils, 

and the performance management of staff  
 Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is well spent  
 

The Governing Body is made up of a number of stakeholders, including parents.  Parent Governors are 

elected members of the Governing Body and are representative of the parent view.  Parent Governors 

are elected by and from the parents (including carers) of registered pupils at the school. 

Information about the nomination process will be sent out in September. 

Governing Body meetings are held six times a year, in the evening.  Governors are also expected to serve 

on one of two committees and these also meet six times a year.  These meetings are usually held in the 

daytime.  Governors are also expected to spend time in the School 

Governors are encouraged to use their skills and experience and currently the Governing Body is looking 

for those with finance/accounting knowledge.  However there is no requirement for a parent governor to 

have any particular skill beyond being a parent, see definition below. 

If you want to find out more please contact Katie Riches or Kate Hughes, current parent Governors; or 

the Head Teacher. 

“Parent” is defined for the purposes of the Constitution Regulations as including “any individual who has 

or has had parental responsibility for, or cares or has cared for, a child or young person under the age of 

18”.  It includes a person who the child lives with and who looks after the child, irrespective of what their 

relationship is with the child.  The reference in the definition must be to someone involved in the            

full-time care of the child on a settled basis. 

HOUSE NEWS 

The Winners of the House Cup for the 2019—2020 academic year are 

Pegasus – 24,764 
Phoenix – 23,589 

Gryphon – 23,524 

                                            Dragon – 23,053 

 

Congratulations to Pegasus who have not only won the         
Sports Cup but also the House Cup.   

Last year’s winners, Dragon, had to settle for 4th place! 
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TERM DATES 2020/21 

Term 1 

Tuesday 1st September - Wednesday 21st October 

Term 2 

Monday 2nd November - Friday 18th December 
 

Term 3 

Monday 4th January  - Friday 12th February 
 

Term 4 

Monday 22nd February - Thursday 1st April 
 

Term 5 

Monday 19th April - Friday 28th May 
 

Term 6 

Monday 7th June - Friday 23rd July 

 

 

TD Days 2020-2021 

 Tuesday 1st September 

 Monday 4th January 

 Monday 22nd February 

 Friday 28th May 

 Friday 9th  July 

 

 

HOME-START KENNET – HELPING LOCAL FAMILIES AND CHILDREN  

Home-Start Kennet helps families with children under five who are experiencing tough times. Our        
volunteers give weekly support in the home to help parents cope with challenges such as isolation, poor 
mental/physical health, family breakdown or twins!  Often families feel overwhelmed and just need 
someone to talk to.     Support is free. 

We continue to help families during these difficult times, offering phone support whilst COVID-19           
restrictions apply. We are welcoming new referrals. 

How Families can access support from Home-Start 

Families can contact us direct for support   

Families complete a short ‘Initial Interest form’ and send to us (available on our website.) One of our 
friendly team will then call to chat about how we can help. Families can also contact us via phone, email 
and Facebook to find out more.  

Contacting Home-Start Kennet 

Our team is currently working from home. To contact us in the first instance, please email                    
hskadmin@homestartkennet.co.uk and we will respond to you as soon as possible. The Home-Start 
office is closed currently, and messages left on the office phone (01672 569457) will be checked weekly. 
Please do not visit the office in person during this time. 

Our postal address for any hard copy correspondence: Home-Start Kennet, Unit 1, Fordbrook Business 
Centre, Pewsey, Wiltshire SN9 5NU 

Please do get in touch with any questions on how we can help you. 

Take care and Stay Safe 

The Home-Start Kennet Team        

https://www.homestartkennet.co.uk/referrals/
mailto:hskadmin@homestartkennet.co.uk
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Early Words Together  
with East Wiltshire Children’s centres 

Are you a parent or a carer of children aged 2-3 
years? 

Come together and learn a range of ways to 
support your child’s language development. 

A free 5 week online course on Microsoft 
Teams aimed at building your confidence in 

creating a positive home learning environment. 
1:1 support provided on how to join the         

sessions! 

Please call our central line on 01380739835 

for more information and to book your space! 

BRAESIDE HOLIDAY CAMPS 

Braeside Holiday Camps are taking place at        
Braeside  Education Centre, Devizes, throughout 
July and August 2020. 

This provision is available for pupils age 8 to 14 
years old. 

These sessions are running alongside the usual 
Able, Gifted, Talented and Enrichment programme. 

For further information please visit the website    
https://www.braeside-education.co.uk/index.html 
or contact us at info@braeside-education.co.uk  

https://www.braeside-education.co.uk/index.html
mailto:info@braeside-education.co.uk
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

If your child is currently in year 2, remember that 

in year 3 you will have to pay for school lunches 

which currently cost £2.35 per day. 

If you think that you may be eligible for free 

school meals, please apply at                                                   

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learning-

free-school-meals   

PARENT SUPPORT 

 

Claire Turner is a Wiltshire parenting practitioner 
who is coordinating online parenting classes over 
the next couple of months.  If you would like some 
help from Claire, you can self refer on the number 
below. 

Claire Turner 

Specialist Parenting & Groups Coordinator 

07767 230 082 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learning-free-school-meals
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learning-free-school-meals
tel:07767%20230%20082
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