
 

 

Marlborough St Mary’s Primary School 

Year 5 Home Learning – Tues 26th January 2021 

Term 3, Week 4 

 

Daily Learning  

 Please continue to use your spelling strategies (located on inside covers of spelling 

books) to practise your spellings. You could revise all spellings from the year so far!  

 You could also sign into Oxford Owl and complete some of the Spelling Extra 

Practice Zone. https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/  

 

 

 

 Please use this time to read as much as possible! Try to do 20 minutes as a minimum. 

We would love to hear about the books you have read. Write a book review; this 

could be hand written, typed or you could even pin one to a book on the Reading 

Cloud.  

 Continue to play Times Tables Rock Stars as much as possible. Can you improve your 

speed of recall? You could become a Rock Legend! 

 

Completing home learning 

 You can complete your home learning tasks in your spelling homework book or you can 

complete it electronically. If you need support, then you can upload to assignments in 

Microsoft teams or email it to your class email address. 

(otterclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk 

watervoleclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk) 

 

English 

 

 

 We are moving on to look at rainforest poetry. 

 Today we will be looking at an example of poetry written for the rainforest and over 

the next couple of days you will need to write your own piece of work. Hopefully, 

some of you might like to share these at our next class chat. 

 Poetry is a brilliant way of expressing thoughts and opinions. 

 It’s also a brilliant tool that will be great for describing a new place.  

 The senses work that you completed last week will be very useful over the next 

couple of days, so make sure you have it to hand (or quickly have a go at it again). 

 To get you in the mood for poetry please have a look at these poems below. Here’s a 

favourite of both the Yr 5 teachers called chocolate cake by Michael Rosen. 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mmn39/resources/1 

 User Name Password 

Watervole watervoleharris Watervoleharris 

Otter otterambrosini Otterambrosini 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
mailto:otterclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk
mailto:watervoleclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4mmn39/resources/1


 

 

 At the bottom of the page you will find the model text for our poetry.  

 Read through it twice to get an understanding of the text. 

 Complete the challenges below to go along with today’s poem. 

 

 

1. What do the emergent, canopy and understory all have in common? 

2. Write down 5 words that are trickier or new and explain the meaning of them.  

3. In the first verse, what word is used to show there is a lot of sunlight in this layer? 

4. How do we know the emergent layer is at the top of the rainforest? 

5. Why is the canopy described as a ‘noisy, lively din'? 

6. What happens to the sunlight as we move down through the rainforest? 

7. Where is the understory? 

8. What word could replace ‘abruptly’ in the 6th paragraph? 

9. Find a way to change a sentence to include a colour like red, yellow or blue. 

10. Which verse is the best describer of the rainforest and why? 

11. How many adjectives are in the poem?  

 

As a bonus challenge today, see if you can rewrite one of the paragraphs today in your own 

words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths 

 

 Yesterday you spent time gaining confidence in dividing some of the more 

tricky numbers. 

 Today the video will show you how to tackle bus stop division with remainders. 

 Watch the maths video for today’s date. 

 Complete the tasks shown in this document. 

 Please use the answers to check and mark your own work. If any are wrong, 

you need to go back over the video and examples and have another go at them. 

 Remember also to please clearly mark your work if you are submitting 

work, so that we can quickly identify if you need support with anything.  

 

 

 

 



Topic 

 

 Over the next 2 days you will be bringing together all of your research about 

the pressures faced by the Amazon rainforest. 

 You can choose how you would like to do this. You may want to: 

 Make an information text (perhaps using subheadings as well as 

illustrations or photos from the internet with captions) 

 Make a non-fiction book (either with subheadings or even chapters, as 

well as interesting pictures) 

 Make a magazine article (a continuous text divided into paragraphs 

without subheadings, with pictures) 

 A feature length newspaper article (perhaps even set out in columns) 

with direct speech- ‘I’m very concerned about the rate of loss’ Mr 

Rodriguez explained and indirect speech (uses the word that to avoid 

having to use speech marks) – Mr Rodriguez said that he was concerned 

about the rate of forest loss. 

 A powerpoint presentation 

 A powerpoint with verbal presentation to your parents 

 A green screen news report:  you will need to download a greenscreen 

app and you will also need a green backdrop (paper or fabric) 

 In green screen you can produce a feature length report direct from 

different parts of the rainforest (you could dress up as logger, a 

farmer, maybe a gold miner and/or an indigenous person and give your 

views. Include counter opinions from perhaps Chris Redston Head of 

the Rainforest Trust, David Attenborough and/or an indigenous person 

who could also report back to the central news desk. 

 In order to green screen (you could choose a newsroom backdrop, soya 

bean fields, fire or just the stunning Amazon rainforest itself as 

backdrops. At school we use doink but this does cost £5 to download 

but there are plenty of others that are completely free. Please check 

with a parent first. 

 

 Whatever method you decide to do, you will need to start your writing today 

and complete it tomorrow – so lots to do. If you decide on green screening, 

you will still need a script and be clear about what each of your characters is 

going to say. 

 

 You will not need to return anything today. Your teacher will be expecting a 

high quality of work, to reflect the amount of time given to these studies and 

the serious nature of the topic you are writing about in your reports – 

whether the final version is in film or as a written text. 

  
 

 



 

 

Other 

Year 5 Challenge 

Day 16! 

Today’s challenge – extreme reading.  

Who can read their reading book in the most adventurous place? Here are a couple 

of ideas to get you thinking. 

 

       

 

 
                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths Task 

 

Keep scrolling 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Maths Answers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                     

 

Model Text for English 

The rainforest is like the layers of a sandwich 
(The biggest sandwich around). 

If you go to the very top of the trees 
The emergent layer can be found. 
Sunlight is plentiful up at the top, 
The emergent dash for the light. 

They’re head and shoulders above the rest 
Having won the competitive fight. 

There’s a warning for those who don’t like heights; 
Here is a definite NO. 

The emergent can be sixty meters in height. 
Perhaps we should head down below? 

 
The section beneath – the canopy, 

Is a green, umbrella-like skin. 



Two-thirds of the forest life lives here, 
It’s a noisy, lively din. 

Birds, monkeys, frogs and sloths 
In a maze of branches found there. 

I’ll warn you now – it’s getting darker 
As we travel downwards – beware. 

 
The understory has smaller trees 

In gaps where old ones have died. 
The trees just grown as quickly as they can. 

They have no time to decide. 
 

Perhaps only fifteen metres in height 
But all around the trees (and entwined) 
Are the twisting, turning, green lianas 

(or what you might call a vine). 
 

The final layer is very dark 
But I’ll try to spread some light. 

Dark through the day, perhaps light for minutes 
And obviously dark through the night. 

 
Because of the thick green layer above 

The sunlight has little say. 
Down in this layer – the forest floor 

Things quickly, abruptly decay. 
 

Remains are quickly recycled 
From the ground and into the roots. 

Rainforest life continues 
In the form of new green shoots. 

 

 


