Christian Distinctiveness at Marlborough
St Mary’s CE Primary School

Together we Believe,
Learn and Achieve

Vision and Values
Together we believe, learn and achieve
Christian Values
Pupils, staff, parents and governors were all involved in choosing the six core values
for the new school. Together with key events in the church’s year these form the
basis of collective worship in school.
Relationships are based on honesty, kindness and respect. We value each other as
individuals. Everyone is proud of their achievements and those of others, in all
aspects of school life. There is a strong sense of belonging and identity in the
school.
Our six values are:
Respect, Friendship, Courage, Perseverance, Fairness and Love.
We focus on one value each term

Together we Believe, Learn
and Achieve
Marlborough St Mary’s was an amalgamation of two schools
so the principle of togetherness is key to the success of the
new school.
At Marlborough St Mary’s School, we value teamwork and
believe that by working together everyone can achieve to the
best of their ability.
Our inclusive ethos and Christian values of love, respect,
friendship, courage, fairness and perseverance underpin
everything we do.
St Mary’s Church and Marlborough St Mary’s School
serve a very diverse community but we believe that by
working and worshiping together we can enable
everyone to achieve great things.

Fishers of Men
Together we believe, learn and achieve
Our vision draws inspiration from the story of Jesus and the
Fishermen which is found in the New Testament Luke 5:1-11
Matthew 4:18 -22

The disciples believed in Jesus and left everything to go with him
and learn to follow his path. Together they achieved great things, as
the message of the good news of the Kingdom of God is still told
over 2000 years later.

Our Christian Values
Term 1 Fairness
Our behaviour system of restorative practice is based on fairness and justice. At the end of term 1 we celebrate Harvest
and think about a fairer world where the good things we have can be shared with others
Term 2 Respect
Mutual respect is shown throughout the school, to all and by all. As we build up to the season of Christmas we think
about the respect shown to the child Jesus by those who went to see him and by future generations through the ages.
Term 3 Friendship
Friendship is a big part of school. We help each other and remember that Jesus is our friend and is always there for us.
Term 4 Love
In term 4 we think about the great love that Jesus showed for us at Easter. Year 5 re-enact the Easter story and we
remember Jesus’ words “Love one another as I have loved you.”
Term 5 Perseverance
As we work towards the SATs tests at the end of the term we know that we have to persevere and make the most of the
wonderful gifts and talents given to us by God.
Term 6 Courage
In term 6 we all need courage as we prepare to move to new schools and new classes. We are inspired by the example
shown by Jesus, who showed great courage throughout his life

The Hot Air Balloon
Children, staff and governors worked together to create a whole school vision underpinned by
our Christian values. The children chose a hot air balloon to represent our school because it
follows a flexible pathway and goes up and up, just as when we are striving to reach our goals.
•Our values of Respect, Love, Courage, Friendship, Fairness and Perseverance are shown in the
woven basket because they underpin everything we do. They are intertwined to show the
values are all equally important and create a whole
•The children and staff are in the basket, working together to stoke the fires of their learning
•The colours of the balloon represent the amazing memories we collect during our time at the
school
•The Head and Deputy Head are in the basket looking through a telescope for new challenges
•Our Mission Statement ‘Together we believe, learn and achieve’, is on the ground, it is the
bedrock of our school
•A rainbow represents awe and wonder, creativity and imagination, through an exciting,
aspirational curriculum - overarching everything we do
•The clouds represent our achievements, our dreams and aspirations
•The strings of the balloon are all the other people who work with and for the school.
We need them to hold everything together
•The governors are on the ground reading the map and thinking about the way
forward. The map is the School Development Plan
•The parents are on the ground, ready to help us when we need support

School Prayer
Dear God
Thank you for our school and our friends.
Bless our school, that your love may grow in all of
us and bind us together.

Keep us safe and in your heart.
Amen
Individual children and classes from across the school wrote their own prayers and the final prayer is
a compilation of children’s ideas.
Thank you for our school and our friends (Many individual children included variations of this line in
their prayers)
Bless our school (Squirrel Class – Year 1)
That your love may grow in all of us and bind us together (Heron Class – Year 6)
Keep us safe and in your heart (Badger Class – Year 2)

Marlborough St Mary’s
A school where…
• all children grow in the love of God to see the best
in themselves and others
• all children receive the very best education
regardless of race, background or socio economic
status
• strong partnerships enable all stakeholders to work
together for the greater good of the children
• the community sees the face of God in every child
• expectations are high and the potential of all is seen
and developed

“I am filled with positivity because
I just know that every person that
joins our school would say, “Why
didn’t I come here in the first
place?” Child in Year 4

The Garden of Reflection

The Eco Council worked with children, staff, governors and
members of the local community to design our beautiful
garden. We painted totem poles, each one representing
one of the days of the creation story, to go in the garden.

RE in the Classroom
During RE lessons we try to
answer big questions.

Janneke held sessions
throughout the school
teaching children about
the Eucharist

Questions from Year 2
following Janneke’s
Eucharist sessions:
•Why do we remember
Jesus?
•How did Jesus come back
to life?
•How was the Bible made
when people didn’t know
things then?
•Why is it called Good
Friday?
•Was Jesus the same age
when he came back to life?

Worship
Collective worship is held daily in school,
based on the value of the term or key
events in the Church’s year. Once a
week members of the local clergy visit to
lead worship.

Pupil Led Worship

Pupils from Year 4 giving a dramatic interpretation of the
story of Jacob and Esau from Genesis

Links with the Church
Marlborough St Mary’s School and St Mary’s Church
work closely together to support the children:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clergy from several local churches visit on a weekly
basis to lead worship
Key events such as Harvest, Christmas and Easter
are celebrated in St Mary’s Church
Rev Janneke Blokland is Chair of Governors and a
regular visitor to the school. She runs the Worship
Group
The ‘Open the Book’ group visit regularly to share
bible stories with the children
Children visit the church where Clergy will give
guided tours
Children and adults take part in special events at the
church e.g. Education Sunday
The weekly ‘Fusion’ club run by members of local
churches is very popular in school

Year 6 attending the
Leaver’s Service at
Salisbury Cathedral

Charity Work

A visit from Pudsey Bear for
Children in Need

Miss Ambrosini and some of
the children donated their
hair to the Little Princess
Trust

Inclusion
The school has many children with
special educational needs both in
the mainstream and in the Complex
Needs Resource Base. Children in
the Base are linked to mainstream
classes and are included in all the
school activities.

‘The headteacher and other leaders are united by a vision
of nurture and care for pupils at the school. This
approach is underpinned by strong Christian values that
promote equality well.’ Ofsted June 2019
‘Relationships between staff and pupils are impressive. This enables pupils to build levels of
trust with adults in a caring, inclusive environment.’ Ofsted June 2019

Celebrations

Harvest
Festivals

Year 6 re-enact Our
Lord’s Passion for the
Easter Service at St
Mary’s Church

Links with parents

End of Year
party for
parents of
children in the
‘Merlin’ Nurture
Group

“Well what is there
to say other than
AMAZING!”
Parent of child in
Year 2

Parents and other
adult helpers are
invited to a thank you
Tea Party and
entertained by the
children.

Other Partnerships
Teaching and learning at
Marlborough St Mary’s is
enhanced through work with our
key partners:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

One of our wonderful
TAs made altar cloths
to use in line with the
Church’s year and an
elderly friend from St
Mary’s parish made the
candle holder and
crucifix.

Parents
Friends of the School
The local community
St Mary’s Church
Marlborough School’s Cluster
Under 5’s Nursery
Marlborough College
Studying Harry
Potter at
Marlborough
College Library

Community Links
Children
from Year 1
visit the
residents at
Coombe End
Court

Working with Action
for the River Kennet
trout and eels
projects

The Radio Club
interview local residents
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