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Marlborough St Mary’s 

News 6 - February 2021  
Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome back to Marlborough St Mary’s - school or home learning.  I hope you all had an enjoyable half 

term despite the wet weather! 

We were delighted to hear yesterday’s announcement that all children will be coming back to school on 

8th March and look forward to seeing you all soon.  Once we have all the information, more details will 

be going out to parents and carers. 

Thank you for all your hard work with home learning and for helping us to keep everyone in school safe 

and well.  Staff are now self-testing, twice a week, for Covid-19.  Please remember to check your emails 

regularly in case we have to close a bubble at short notice due to a positive result. 

Requests for key worker places are steadily increasing and we are reaching capacity in some bubbles. 

Government guidance at the moment  is still that the safest place for your child is at home so we would 

be grateful if children are only sent into school around shift patterns/working days and when there is no 

one else at home to look after your child.  If your child is unwell please 

keep them at home. 

Please continue to keep everybody safe by following the government 

guidelines and not mixing with other families. 

Mrs Schwodler      

WORLD BOOK DAY/MONTH 

This year World Book Day is being celebrated over a whole month, 

with a different focus each week from 22nd February to 21st March. 

To give everybody an opportunity to join in with the fun, we are      

celebrating World Book Day in school on Thursday 11th March when 

all the children are back in school.  

On 11th March we are asking all the children to come into school dressed as a character from one of 

their favourite books.  Watch out for the letter from Mrs Harris with more details. 

VALUES 

Our value for this term is LOVE.  In class and 
during collective worship we will be looking 
at ways we can support each other with 
love and kindness during 
this difficult time. 

WANTED 

The tricycles and scooters that we use in school for the 
younger children to use to develop their gross motor 
skills are looking very worn out.  If you 
have any vehicles that your children have 
grown out of we would be very grateful. 
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SUPERSTAR HOME LEARNERS 

 

 

Robin  

Elizabeth Patterson - for her creative ways of learning and her little and often approach which has 

led to her making huge leaps of progress with her learning. 

Fifi Embling - for always going above and beyond with her reading, writing and maths work and 

staying glamorous throughout. 

Wren  

Imogen Taylor - for the improvement with her overall learning but particularly her phonics and  
reading, which has been amazing. We can clearly see how much she is enjoying learning to read and 

spell. 

Sol Knight - as he has fully embraced his home learning even wearing his school uniform and making 
sure he has a snack time (with fruit and milk) just like at school.  Sol is also taking his learning in 

his own direction by learning about the solar system and nature. 

Hedgehog  

An award for all the Hedgehogs who have participated in the home learning.  Mrs Swan has been 
really impressed with everyone's efforts and the quality of work received, especially during these    
difficult times.  It has been great hearing how the children have been persevering with challenging 
activities and developing their confidence in certain areas, as well as seeing their enthusiasm for the 
recent topic - 'The Great Fire of London'.  Also, a BIG thank you to all the adults and siblings at 

home supporting individuals with their home learning.  

Squirrel  

Luke Gifford - for outstanding home learning every day.  We have particularly loved his writing, art 

and video clips of singing.  

Olivia Rose Crump - We are really proud of Olivia’s perseverance and the wonderful home learning 

she has produced. 

Fox   

Rhylee McLaren - for consistent effort and a fantastic attitude to his learning. 

Juliet McGrath - for having a positive approach to all her learning and writing a fantastic Castle 

Fact File. 

Badger   

Jackson Fitzgerald - for amazing effort with his home learning. 

Imogen Smith - for wonderful vocabulary choices in her writing. 

Acorn  

Theo Webb - for  excellent  progress with his  home learning, especially his work on  

speaking  and  listening  skills. 
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SUPERSTAR HOME LEARNERS 

 

Dragonfly  

Mason  Allen - for showing perseverance in all areas, especially English. 

Macie  Welch - for her enthusiasm towards learning and joining nearly every live session to help 
further her knowledge.  Super art work and fantastic independent work across all subjects received 

from all home learners. 

Swallowtail 

Charlie Knight - For his continued effort, enthusiasm and dedication to achieve his best!  

Maizy Chitty - For her independence, determination and her bubbly nature.  

Mallard  

Bobby Price - for working extremely hard at every piece of work and producing some incredible  

pieces of writing that are far beyond Year 4 levels of work!  

Amelia Glachan - for persevering even when she has found some of the work challenging. Her  

handwriting has improved immensely and she is working extremely hard at everything she does.   

Teal   

Antonio Marques - for producing amazing work in all subjects and making excellent progress. 

Georgia Riches - for going the extra mile with her home learning and producing some fantastic art 

work. 

Water Vole  

Jack Hallett - for his outstanding commitment to maximise achievement in all subjects. 

Phoebe Gannon - for tackling all her challenges with humour and making people smile while even at 

home. 

Otter   

Grace Minchin - for her hard work and commitment, always doing her very best work. 

Theo Phillips - for working exceptionally hard to achieve his very best  

Heron 

Eden Sanders -  for her positive attitude - asking questions and engaging in the learning.  

Luca Swift - for excellent engagement with his home learning and great recordings of reciting     

poetry and live news reports. 

Kingfisher  

Ralph Hayward - for his excellent attitude to learning in all lessons. 

Scarlett Lowe - for an excellent attitude to learning both at home and in school. 

Oak  

Shane Hartop - for making a big effort with his home learning 



4 

Children’s Mental Health Week: Theme – Express Yourself  

Children’s Mental Health Week was at the beginning of February and children across the school took part 

in activities to improve mental health and wellbeing.  More activities to try below. 
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CORONAVIRUS UPDATE 

TESTING 

If your child or any members of your family have any  symptoms of Coronavirus you should have a test. 

Anyone with coronavirus symptoms can get a test.  Coronavirus symptoms are: 

 A high temperature 

 A new, continuous cough 

 A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste 

Do not send your child into school if they have any of these  symptoms 

If pupils and students feel unwell for example with a sore throat, stomach upset or a headache they do 
not need to book a test.  More information can be found at:   NHS Coronavirus Testing 

If your child tests positive at the weekend please inform the school by sending an email to 

covid@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk    

 

VACCINATIONS 

You can book your vaccination appointments online if any of the following apply: 

 you are aged 65 or over 

 you have previously received a letter saying you are at high risk from coronavirus (clinically extremely 
vulnerable) 

 you are an eligible frontline health worker 

 you are an eligible frontline social care worker 

If you are at moderate risk from coronavirus (clinically vulnerable) the NHS will contact 
you to arrange your vaccination appointments.  

 

SUPPORT WITH WELL BEING 

Wiltshire Local Authority has a number of online resources that provide ideas on how to talk through 

concerns with children.  Please have a look at the links below for ideas.  

Triple P UK has a parenting area with information, tips, tools and strategies for parents and carers of 
children and young people as well as a facebook page. 

Care for the family has specific information for parents and carers of children with additional needs as 
well as generic parenting information as well as a facebook page. 

For support on other issues you can access On Your Mind website which provides free, safe and        

anonymous online support for young people.  There is also a new advice page for Wiltshire parents and 

carers which includes practical strategies to support children with their mental health and                    

wellbeing  and also Oxford Health for further support on child mental health.  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus
mailto:covid@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-risk/whos-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=9367256056&e=7d7a0cd23b
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=26de1e9b68&e=7d7a0cd23b
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=13604fccc9&e=7d7a0cd23b
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=7a71840a3a&e=7d7a0cd23b
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=a7c30cb6ce&e=7d7a0cd23b
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=e349e73538&e=7d7a0cd23b
https://wiltshire.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2883905f726c9fc694bef8b9e&id=f06466fb64&e=7d7a0cd23b
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HOME LEARNING 

Thank you again for everything you are doing for your children at home. We have received some really 

high quality work and have been super impressed with everyone’s hard work 

and independent learning. We know that it isn’t easy for parents or children 

working at home and appreciate everything you are all doing  
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TERM DATES 2020/21 
 

Term 4 

Monday 22nd February - Thursday 1st April (finish 
at 1.15pm) 
Monday 8th March - All children return to school 
Thursday 11th March - Dress up for World Book 
Day Month 
Term 5 

Monday 19th April - Friday 28th May (finish at   
usual time) 

 

Term 6 

Monday 7th June - Friday 23rd July (finish at 
1.15pm) 
 

TD DAYS 2020-2021 

 Friday 28th May 

 Monday 7th June 

 Friday 9th  July 

 

SNOW! 

In the event of extreme weather conditions we always do our best to stay open, however on certain 

occasions this is not possible as staff are unable to get to school.  Please check the school website or  

listen to the local radio stations if you think the school may be closed due to snow -  BBC Radio      

Wiltshire, Heart FM and Spire FM. 

We will  also send an email to all parents/carers who are on our email list. 

HEADTEACHER’S AWARD 

Congratulations to the following children, who have received a Headteacher’s Award  

       KS1                                               

Alys Watts, Ruby Pridding, Lachlan Blackstock 

KS2               

Riley Dinmamode, Oscar Crampton, Jacob Kirby 

 

 

AWARDS 

Congratulations to the following children who were runners up in the Wiltshire School Games Walking 
Story Competition.  
 

Grace Minchin, Eleanor Gifford, Scarlett Rogerson 

Each of the children won an Amazon voucher and will be mentioned in the next edition of the Wiltshire 
and Swindon Sport Relay magazine. 
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