Marlborough St Mary’s
News 7 - March 2021
Dear Parents and Carers
As we come towards the end of term four and just over a year since the first time schools were asked to
close their doors to most pupils, I would once again like to thank everyone involved with the school for
all their support, over what has been such a difficult year for everyone. Parents, carers, staff, governors
and, most of all, the children have been amazing!

I feel that everyone found the second lockdown much more difficult than the first and we have been
working hard in school to make sure that the children are happy and settled back into school.
The School Improvement Advisor, from the Local Authority, was in school last week. Because of Covid
she was unable to go into classrooms but she walked down the corridors and looked at work on display
and was able to look through the viewing panels at the children working in the classrooms. She also
looked at a selection of children’s maths, English and curriculum books. The children were all impeccably
well behaved and the SIA complimented us on our wonderful school, knowledgeable subject leaders and
the excellent displays and quality of work in the children’s books. Hopefully we will soon be able to have
parents and carers back in the school to see how your children are getting on.
Despite all the difficulties throughout the year we have endeavoured to keep true to our fun and
inspirational curriculum and have managed to organise various events, such as World Book Day, some
class themed days and a selection of virtual visitors including a Viking warrior, and Ernest Shackleton.
We have had no further guidance from the Government so at the moment drop off and pick up
arrangements after Easter will be the same as this term.
A very happy Easter to all our families.
Mrs Schwodler
School finishes for all children on Thursday lunchtime. Pick up times are shown below.
Class

Leave school

Entrance to use

Robin

12:50pm

Main Entrance – KS1 Gate

Wren

12:55pm

Main Entrance - KS1 Gate

Hedgehog and Squirrel

1:05pm

Main Entrance – Playground Gate

Fox and Badger

1:15pm

Main Entrance – Playground Gate

Acorn and Oak

1:00pm

Main Entrance to school building

Dragonfly and Swallowtail

1:00pm

Main Entrance Gate – KS1 Gate

Mallard and Teal

1:10pm

Main Entrance – Deliveries Gate

Otter and Water Vole

1:10pm

Van Diemens Gate

Kingfisher and Heron

1:00pm

Van Diemens Gate
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HEADTEACHER’S AWARD

Congratulations to the following children, who have received awards this month

KS1
Ethan Pollard, Frankie Bridges, Lily Trevellick, Archie Phipps
KS2
Charlie Sheppard, Naomi Holford-Wright,
Henry Mann, Charlie Knight
DEPUTY HEADTEACHER’S AWARD

Chloe Hewitt, Thomas Kemp, Ellie Oliver, Barney Pike

DONATION

SWEETS

We would like to thank Mr and Mrs Jackson for their
kind donation of a workbench to the Reception
classes. The children have loved working on the
bench to develop
their DT skills.

A reminder that we ask parents not to bring
sweets and treats into school to celebrate
children’s birthdays. See extract from the
School Food Policy below.

The school recognises the importance of
celebrating birthdays and special occasions,
however we do not allow sugary treats like
sweets or cakes to be brought in and shared
with the class.
Occasional fund raising and other special events
may include sweet treats, such as cake sales and
the Easter Egg Hunt.
Thank you.

TERM DATES 2020/21
Term 4
Finishes lunchtime Thursday 1st April (finish times
on front page)
Term 5
Monday 19th April - Thursday 27th May (finish at
usual time). TD Days - Fri 28th May & Mon 7th June
Monday 3rd May - Bank Holiday
Term 6
Tuesday 8th June - Friday 23rd July (finish 1.15pm)
TD Day - Friday 9th July

BOOK DONATIONS
A big thank you from Mrs Johnstone for all the
book donations. Mrs Johnstone sent out an
email requesting copies of certain KS1 books
and was delighted with the response.
Thank you

3

PE DAYS

Please see the chart for the planned PE
days for each class for Term 5 – after the
Easter Holiday.

PE KIT REMINDER
Children are asked to come to school in
their PE kit on their PE days. Black shorts,
white t-shirt, black or plain dark tracksuit
bottoms, school jumper and trainers. They
should wear their school jumper and bring
another which can be worn for PE.

Class
Robin

PE Days
Monday and Thursday

Wren
Hedgehog
Squirrel
Fox
Badger
Acorn
Oak
Dragonfly

Monday and Thursday
Wednesday and Friday
Wednesday and Friday
Monday and Wednesday
Monday and Thursday
Monday, Tuesday and Friday
Monday, Tuesday and Friday
Thursday and Friday

Swallowtail
Teal
Mallard

Thursday and Friday
Monday and Tuesday
Monday and Wednesday

Otter
Water Vole
Heron
Kingfisher

Monday and Tuesday
Tuesday and Thursday
Monday and Friday
Wednesday and Friday

VACANCIES
The Governors of Marlborough St Mary’s are looking to appoint a Breakfast and After School Club
Leader and a Breakfast Club Assistant to work in our successful wrap around provision.
If you are interested in any of these positions, please ask in the school office or look for further details
and an application form on the school website.

WILTSHIRE WELLBEING HUB
The Wiltshire Wellbeing Hub is available to anyone who is
struggling during this difficult time – and will now be
available on Saturdays.
The hub can help and provide support to those who
perhaps don’t have a network around them, and also
signpost them to where additional help is available in their
local area. Hundreds of community groups, run by
volunteers, are still set up across the county, providing
invaluable assistance to those who need it.
Find out more about Wiltshire's Wellbeing Hub
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WORLD BOOK DAY/MONTH

The children really enjoyed World Book Day. Thank you to Mrs Harris for organising and to everyone for
making such an effort with the wonderful costumes.
We had a fabulous amount of creative and inspiring Super Heroes for our World Book Day competition.
The following designs were highly commended and have received certificates. Well done to these
children: Frankie Bridges, Mia Townsend, Ella Little, Mason Hough, Elsie Phillips, Amelia Vunipola,
Edward Hawthorn, Helena Carter, Feargus Blackstock, Elodie Marshman-Renn, Alex Braithwaite,
Alfie Richards, Evana Jocksin, Jacob Kirby, Eve Lucas, William Knight, Grace Minchin, Eleanor Gifford,
Meg McGrath, Alfie Glachan, William Sambrook and Bronwyn Hacon-Gray.
It was very difficult to choose the overall winners but these designs were simply fantastic!
Year 1/2 – Amelia Vunipola
Year 3/4 – Eve Lucas
Year 5/6 – Eleanor Gifford
Mrs Harris will distribute prizes! Well done and thank you to all children that entered.

CIRCLE OF HOPE - ST MARY’S CHURCH

TRAIL OF HOPE

St Mary’s Church are constructing a Circle of Hope outside
the church. A place where people in the town can say
something about the journey of the past year and their
future hopes and dreams. Many have suffered some kind
of loss; we have missed people, activities, the things of
normal life. As we slowly emerge from the tunnel we all
have things we look forward to, our hopes and dreams.

Emmanuel Church
is running a Trail
of Hope around
Marlborough on Easter Weekend. It
consists of displays, telling the Easter
story, in people's front gardens & in
public places. Collect clues along the way
to unlock the secret message. Email the
secret message to
office@emmanuelmarlborough.org with
the subject header “We’ve found the
Easter Secret!” for a chance to win a gift
voucher sponsored by Ducklings Toy
Shop! A map of the route can be found at
https://www.emmanuelmarlborough.org/
home/events/trail-of-hope/

The Circle of Hope will be a mesh structure outside St
Mary’s Church. Children from across the school have
written about what they have missed or lost during the
pandemic and what they are hoping and
dreaming for. The children’s ribbons will
be tied to the mesh structure, alongside
the thoughts and dreams of people
across the town, for everyone to visit.
Please try to make the time over the
Easter Holiday to visit the Circle of Hope
and tie your own ribbon to the structure.
Under construction!
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PARKING

We have had complaints from local residents about parents parking on the road and blocking driveways,
with the result that residents are unable to get in and out of their property. We have many elderly
residents living around the school, and carers, and sometimes ambulances, need access at all times.
Our relationship with our neighbours and the good reputation of the school is very important to us, so
please park sensitively and use the parking permits for the George Lane car park if at all possible.
Please do not park on the double yellow lines outside school when dropping off or collecting your
children.
The school car park is not open to parents and is for staff and visitor use only. Staff
have permits to indicate that they are eligible to park.
Please remember to supervise all children when you are near roads - it is easy to
become distracted, especially by mobile phones!

SITE SAFETY
In view of the building works which are
currently being carried out in the Rabley Wood
View area, we have been asked to remind
everyone about site safety.

Raising awareness of child abuse
Wiltshire residents are being urged to get in touch if
they are worried a child is suffering neglect or abuse,
as the usual routes for reporting concerns are limited
due to lockdown.
We have received 300 fewer calls to our MASH (Multi
Agency Safeguarding Hub) from people worried
about a child, as lockdown measures, schools
closures and suspension of clubs and activities mean
there are less opportunities for the signs of abuse to
be identified and concerns to be shared.
REMINDER
Should you need to change collection arrangements for your child during the school day, any
communication must be made through the
school office and the message will be passed to
the class teacher.

Now, we're working with Wiltshire Police and
partners to ask the public to get in touch if they are
worried something isn't quite right, in the knowledge
that their concerns will be acted on.
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CLASS REQUESTS
SQUIRREL CLASS

FRENCH
Mrs Smith was delighted with the children’s response to the
French lockdown homework. Well done everyone!

If anyone has any buttons,
ribbons, pine cones or wicker baskets
which they do not need, Squirrel class
would be happy to have them.

DRAGONFLY AND SWALLOWTAIL
Try to have a forest forage during the
Easter holidays.
Could each child could then please
save and bring in a plant pot roughly
5” in diameter and any natural
products eg: moss, twigs, fir cones
ready to make a ‘Bug Hotel’ in term 5.
All resources to be in by Friday 30th
April please.
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