Marlborough St Mary’s
News 3 - November 2020
Dear Parents and Carers
It has been lovely to see all the children back in school, re-energised and ready for work after the break.

Despite the lockdown things are going ahead much as usual, with Braeside trips for year 6, Firework Day
for Year 1 and work on Remembrance. Everyone has been working extra hard to try to ensure that the
children don’t miss out on learning lost over the lockdown period and we are using the government
funding to employ staff to carry out interventions to support children to catch up.
Due to the current Covid-19 restrictions we will be holding our parent meetings online this year, using a
new system that enables us to use video conferencing. More details of
how to book and how to log in will be going out shortly
Thank you once again for your support of all the measures we have put in
place to try to keep our community safe. Your help is really appreciated
by all of the staff at the school.
Mrs Schwodler
Oak Class Remembrance work

COVID UPDATES

STAFF NEWS

Due to the heightened vulnerability with
regards to Covid during the winter months
and difficulties with social distancing, we are
requesting that parents and carers wear a
face covering at drop-off and pick-up. Thank
you to everyone who has been supporting us
with this.

Mrs Smith and Mrs Kuryszko will be returning from
maternity leave later this term. Although it will be
lovely to see them back we will all be very sorry to say
goodbye to Mrs Balls who has been teaching in Badger
Class. I am sure you will in join me in thanking her for
all her hard work and commitment. She will be much
missed!

Please continue to pick up and drop off at
your allocated time and remember to socially
distance. Only the parents of the reception
children are allowed on site.

VALUES
Our Christian value for this term is
RESPECT. We will be looking at
celebrating our differences and will be
supporting Anti-Bullying Week on
16th November.

Please can I remind you that if a member of
the family has symptoms or is waiting for the
result of a Covid-19 test the whole family
need to stay at home and isolate until the
result comes back as negative.
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REMEMBRANCE

This term we have been working on Remembrance in partnership with
St Mary’s Church. Children across the school have made poppies
and written poems to pin on the noticeboard at St Mary’s Church.
On Wednesday we observed a minute’s silence at 11.00 am to
remember people who have died in wars around the world and to
think about our loved ones who have passed away.
The Remembrance board in St Mary’s Church

READING AMBASSADORS

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY

We are delighted to introduce Marlborough St.
Mary’s Reading Ambassadors. This is a new role
within the school and the primary aim is to
encourage and promote reading for pleasure. The
Reading Ambassadors will support reading events,
such as World Book Day, and help to organise
reading challenges and quizzes for others to take
part in.

Last term we marked World Mental Health Day
by dressing in yellow and having a collection for
the Young Minds charity. We raised £382.77 for
Young Minds on the day.
Thank you for your generous donations.

When current Covid restrictions lift, we hope to
offer this special role to children from other year
groups. We also aim give to the ambassadors the
opportunity to lead assemblies when they resume.
Our current Reading Ambassadors are:
Bethia Prest

HARVEST FOOD BANK

Damian Cleverley

Thank you so much for your generous donations
to our Harvest Foodbank collection. We had
more donations than ever this year. As we go
into lockdown once again I am sure the food will
be much needed by people who find themselves
in a difficult position due to problems caused by
the pandemic.

Charlie Richards
Alex Wratten
Ava Waters
Cecilia Flach
Joshua Nighy
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HOUSE NEWS
THIS WEEK

Phoenix – 1230

Gryphon – 1156

Pegasus – 1311

Dragon – 1327

TERM 1

Phoenix – 2252

Gryphon – 2032

Pegasus – 2390

Dragon – 2152

Congratulations to Pegasus who won the House Competition for Term 1
BRAESIDE
Year 6 pupils had a fantastic few days at Braeside last week. The pupils were commended by the
instructors for their excellent behaviour and challenged themselves with the climbing wall, high ropes
canoeing, zip wire and the famous Braeside ‘Leap of Faith’!
Thank you to Mr Ferris for organising and to all the staff who went along to help.
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THE BEREAVEMENT JOURNEY

Working through grief and the loss of a loved one takes a long time. The Bereavement
Journey is for anyone who is bereaved, whether recently (normally at least 3 months after the
death) or dating back several years.
Topics covered include:


Attachment, separation and loss



The impact and pain of bereavement



Adjusting to change



Anger and Guilt



Coping with others' reactions



Moving forward healthily

There is also an optional 6 th session which looks at the Faith Perspective.
Each week involves two short talks, each followed by an opportunity for discussion in small
groups. Here’s what previous attendees have said:
“The Bereavement Journey helped me to understand what I’d been feeling was normal.”
“It was good to share with others in a safe place.”
St Mary’s church in Marlborough are running the course via ZOOM, starting Thursday 12 th November
at 7.15pm.
For more information, please contact Louise seddon at: the_seddons@btinternet.com, or Mark
Whitehead at: mjwhi1@gmail.com.

REMINDERS
DOGS

NUTS / HEALTHY SCHOOLS

We would like to remind you that dogs are not
allowed on school premises (with
the exception of assistance dogs).

Please remember we are a nut free school as
some children have nut allergies. Spreads such
as Nutella should not be used in
children’s lunch boxes as they contain
nuts and are also a chocolate spread.

HEALTHY SNACKS

MOBILE PHONES

A reminder that morning
snacks should only be
fresh fruit or vegetables.

Mobile phones are not permitted in school. If
your child brings a phone to school it must be
handed in to their class teacher and collected
at the end of the day.
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HEADTEACHER’S AWARD

Congratulations to the following children, who have received a Headteacher’s Award this

KS1

KS2

Leander Diwell, Imogen Taylor

Evie Marshman-Renn, Kian Bulpitt

DEPUTY HEADTEACHER’S AWARD

Luke Gifford for some highly imaginative work
Ruby Butsuebsai for clear and concise note-taking
Scarlett Rogerson for her creative and emotive poem.
BOOK WEEK
The Book Fair is Here!
The Book Fair has arrived at Marlborough St Mary’s. We have a wide
selection of books and stationery. You should have received an
additional letter explaining the changes for this year and how to place an
order. This is a great opportunity to start your Christmas shopping and
get a present or two! In doing so, you are also really helping the school
as we use the commission to buy new books for the classrooms and
library. Thank you for your continued support.
CLASS EMAILS
Teacher

Class

Email Address

Mrs Palmer

Robin

robinclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk

Mrs Johnstone

Wren

wrenclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk

Mrs Swan

Hedgehog

hedgehogclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk

Mrs Gisbourne & Mrs Jewell

Squirrel

squirrelclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk

Mrs Balls

Badger

badgerclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk

Mrs Pash & Mrs Stevens

Fox

foxclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk

Mrs Pawlaczek

Dragonfly

dragonflyclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk

Miss Knowles

Swallowtail

swallowtailclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk

Miss Derbyshire

Mallard

mallardclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk

Mrs Bathurst & Mrs Haines

Teal

tealclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk

Miss Ambrosini

Otter

otterclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk

Mr Morgan

Water Vole

watervoleclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk

Mrs Harris & Mrs Swankie

Heron

heronclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk

Mr Ferris

Kingfisher

kingfisherclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk

Mrs Howarth

Acorn

acornclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk

Miss Burdge & Mrs Hitchen

Oak

oakclass@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk
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HARVEST ART COMPETITION
Children from year 1, 2 and 3 took part in an art competition organised by Savernake View Care Home.
The children prepared artwork based on the theme ‘Harvest’ and all the entries were sent to Savernake
View, where the residents chose the winning entries.
Well done to all the children who took part and congratulations to the winners. A big thank you to
Savernake View who awarded a £10 WH Smith voucher to each of the winners.
WINNERS

Mia Townsend - Hedgehog Class Y1

Alex Braithwaite- Dragonfly Class Y3

Scarlett Rogerson - Swallowtail Class

Evan Little - Fox Class Y2

Annabelle Craner - Badger Class Y2

Luke Gifford - Squirrel Class Y1
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FRIENDS OF MARLBOROUGH ST MARY’S

This year the majority of the funds raised from our fundraising events will go towards outdoor play
equipment for Key Stage 1.
Although we have been unable to hold many of our usual fundraising events, the Friends of the School
have been working hard to support the school. Fundraising initiatives going forward include:


An Amazon Smile account. Just log in to https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ and search for Friends of
Marlborough St Mary’s Primary School and make your purchases in the usual way.



Although we will be unable to hold the usual Christmas Fayre we are hoping that some Christmas
fundraising events will still take place



Bags 4 Schools collection.

The new train for the KS1
playground has now arrived!
Many thanks to the Friends
and the men from TH White
who kindly came into school
to move the train into
position.

YEAR 5
Year 5 have been reading the book
‘Viking Boy’ by Tony Bradman and
learning about the Vikings. They
completed the topic by building an
invasion fleet of Viking warships.

TERM DATES 2020/21

Term 5
Monday 19th April - Friday 28th May (finish at
usual time)
Term 6
Monday 7th June - Friday 23rd July (finish at
1.15pm)

Term 2
Monday 2nd November - Friday 18th December
(finish at 1.15pm)
Term 3
Monday 4th January - Friday 12th February (finish
at usual time)
Term 4
Monday 22nd February - Thursday 1st April (finish
at 1.15pm)

TD DAYS 2020-2021

Monday 4th January

Monday 22nd February

Friday 28th May

Friday 9th July
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