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English - Fiction 
The Hodgeheg by Dick King Smith transports us 

into the world of hedgehogs. We will be using our 
knowledge of these charming little creatures to 

inform our writing. 
  

What troubles do they face?  How safe is our 
world for animals as small as them? 

Are they simply as cute as they seem or more 
intelligent than we expected? 

 
 

Hedgehog Facts 
Size Length 20-30cm. 

Weight Average 700g. 

Life-span Can live up to 6 years. 

Species Globally there are 14 different species.  

Habitat Mainly woodland habitats, hedgerows, 
fields, parks, town and country gardens. 

Food Slugs, snails, caterpillars, beetles, 
earthworms birds’ eggs; sometimes 
frogs and snakes. 

Threats Road traffic, habitat loss, garden 
chemicals, drowning, cattle grids, 
hibernation issues etc. 

Did you 
know? 

They have around 7000 spines which 
are replaced every year. 

 
 

Art and Outdoor Learning 
Be prepared to get messy this term because we 
are going to be using our British bug and wildlife 

knowledge to be creative. 

English – Non-fiction 
The Book of Brilliant Bugs is going to let us 
explore creepy crawling mini beasts in our 

beautiful local ponds and in our British gardens. 
We will use this knowledge to create bug factfiles 

of our own. 
 

How many bugs can you name?  Do all insects 
have legs?  How do bugs keep safe from 

predators?  Can a bug be a predator?              
What is your favourite bug? 

 

Bug Facts 

1. 
A ladybird might eat more than 5000 insects in its 
lifetime. 

2. Dragonflies have been on earth for 300 million years. 

3. 
A bee’s wings beat 190 times a second, that’s 11,400 
times a minute. 

4. 
The stag beetle is the largest species of insect in the 
UK. 

5. Caterpillars have 12 eyes. 

6. 
A single honeybee colony can produce 100kg of 
honey each year – that’s 220 jars! 

7. There are 36 species of dragonfly found in the UK. 

8. Butterflies taste with their feet. 

9. 
A sea skater’s leg hair traps air, enabling it to float on 
water. 

10. 
Greater water boatmen breathe through their 
bottoms. 

 

 



 
 
  

Plants 
This term we will be exploring plants, finding out 
the names of the different parts, understand how 

water moves through a plant and finding out 
what a plant needs in order to grow. 

 

Key Vocabulary 
Roots These anchor the plant to the ground and 

absorb water and nutrients from the soil. 

Stem This holds the plant up and carries water and 
nutrients from the soil to the leaves. 

Leaves These make food for the plant using sunlight 
and carbon dioxide from the air. 

Flowers These make seeds to grow into new plants. 
Their petals attract pollinators to the plant. 

Nutrients Substances are needed by a living thing to 
grow and survive. 

Evaporation When a liquid turns into a gas. 

Fertilisation When the male and female parts of the 
flower have mixed in order to make seeds 

for new plants. 

Petal The brightly coloured part of the flower that 
attracts insects to pollinate the plant. 

Stamen The male parts of the flower.  The stamen is 
made up of the anther and the filament. 

Carpel The female parts of the flower.  Made up of 
the stigma, style and ovary.  The job is to 
hold up the stigma.  The stigma collects 
pollen when a pollinator brushes by it. 

Sepal Leaf-like structure that protects the flower 
and petals before they open out. 

 

Our Wonderful UK 
We will be taking a look at the geography of the 
UK, from the physical to man-made features. We 

will find out how the UK has changed and the 
eco challenges we now face.  

 
We will be asking whether our changing world is 

causing problems for our British wildlife. 
 

Key Questions: 
- What countries make up the UK? 

- What is a county? 
- What are the names of our surrounding seas? 

- What river runs through London? 
- What is the Prime Meridian and what is its 

location? 
- Can you name the points on a compass? 

English Channel 

Atlantic Ocean 

North Sea 

UK Rivers 
Did you know? 

The UK has almost 1500 
discrete river systems! Have 
a look at the map to see the 
main rivers in England. The 
longest is the River Severn 

and it is 220 miles in length. 

UK Seas and Oceans 
The UK is made up of 
several islands and is 

bordered by five 
bodies of water.  

 
Have a look at the 

map to see where they 
border our country. 

 
What is the difference 
between a sea and an 

ocean? 

Celtic Sea 



 


