
 

 

 

 

Earth and Space  

with 

Muggles and Magic 
 

Key Vocabulary 

Axis - an imaginary line that a body rotates 

around. E.g. Earth’s axis runs from the North 

Pole to the South Pole. 

Rotation – to spin.  E.g. Earth rotates on its 

own axis. 

 

Orbit - to move in a regular, repeating 

curved path around another object. 

 

Solar system - made up of the sun and all 

the other objects that orbit it. 

 

Asteroid - planetoids or small rocky minerals 

that orbit the sun. 

 

Astronomer – someone who is an expert in the 

study of astronomy (space science). 

 

Galaxy - a collection of dust, gas, billions of 

stars and their solar systems, held together 

by gravity.  There are too many galaxies to 

even count! 

 

Universe - made up of billions of galaxies of 

different shapes, sizes and colours.  

 

Waning - the moon appears to be decreasing 

in size, it illuminates on the left. 

 

Waxing - the moon appears to be increasing 

in size.  It will be illuminated on the right.  
 

  

Would you like to find out 

more? 

1. Which is the biggest star in 

the solar system? 

2. What is a celestial body? 

3. What was wrong with the 

geocentric model of the solar 

system? 

4. How did Ptolemy and 

Copernicus change the way we 

think about the solar system? 

Did you know?  

 Our solar system is around 4.571 

billion years old. 

 The Sun is so big that the Earth 

could fit inside it 1.3 million times 

over. 

 Space is completely silent because 

there is no atmosphere. 

 The highest mountain found in our 

solar system is on Mars.  It is 16 

miles high, making it nearly three 

times as high as Mount Everest. 

 The Earth orbits the sun at 30 

kilometres per second.  

 There are more stars in space than 

there are grains of sand in the 

world.  

 

Science Knowledge: 

It takes 24 hours for the Earth to complete a complete 

spin on its axis, thus creating day and night as it faces 

the sun and then turns away from the sun. 

The Earth orbits the Sun.  One complete orbit takes 

365.256 days, which links to the length of our year at 

365 days.  We have a ‘catch up’ extra day during a leap 

year on the 29th February, which occurs every 4 years. 

The Sun is a star at the centre of our solar system and 

has eight planets: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, 

Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune. 

A moon is a celestial body that orbits a planet.  (Earth 

has one moon; Jupiter has 4 large moons and numerous 

small ones).  The Earth’s moon takes 27.3 days to 

complete its orbit around the Earth. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Muggles and Magic 

Art 

Reflecting the art work involved in 

the Hogwarts school house emblems, 

pupils will use the history of art to 

help them research hidden meanings 

within designs, colours and symbols of 

a coat of arms.  They will produce 

their very own design, based on their 

own school house and then create a 

coat of arms, using a variety of 

collage effects. 

 

English 

Hogwarts Express will be waiting at Platform 9 3/4 to whisk Year 5 off to Hogwarts.  Our 

focus will be descriptive writing, as pupils enter the magical world of Diagon Alley and the 

castle of Hogwarts.  In addition to descriptive writing, pupils will delve into the characters of 

Harry, Hagrid and Snape and write some formal letters. 

  

 

English Key Vocabulary 

Modal verbs - auxiliary verbs that show a 

degree of ability, possibility, permission and 

obligation such as: can, could, would, should.  

Relative clause – a subordinate clause that 

starts with a relative pronoun such as: who, 

whom, whose, which, that, when, where. 

Conjunction - a word, or words, used to 

connect two clauses together.  Words such 

as 'although', 'because' or 'when'. 

Subjunctive form - uses ‘were’ to relate to 

unreal situations such as desires, dreams, 

hopes and wishes: ‘If I were rich’. 
 

Maths Key Information 

This term we will be converting units of measure using metric and imperial 

systems. 

  
Capacity – amount an object can contain  

Volume – amount actually in an object 

 

Are mass and weight the same? 

Mass is the quantity of matter in an object and doesn't change, but the weight 

of an object changes according to gravity.  A brick would be weightless in space, 

even though it still has the same mass as on earth. 

 

DT 

Pupils will be drawing on a mixture of 

science and top level creativity to design 

and make some irreversible reactions, 

when they make bread fit to emerge 

from the Hogwarts Bakery.  Frogspawn 

and chocolate anyone? 

 

 

Music 

Pupils will be looking at musical notation, as well 

as expanding their understanding of musical 

vocabulary.  They will listen to the famous 

composer John Williams, and draw inspiration 

from him to compose their own Harry Potter 

theme tunes. 

  

 

 


