
 

THE VIOLENT EARTH 
Part 2 

Key Vocabulary 

Climate - the general weather conditions that are 

typical of a place.  

Extreme Weather - unexpected, unusual weather that 

could pose danger and damage. Polar vortex – a band 

of extremely cold wind found at the poles.  

Tropical cyclone - A term for low pressure over 

tropical and sub-tropical waters. 

Tropical storm - a tropical cyclone with maximum 

sustained wind speeds that range from 39 to 73 mph. 

Hurricane - a tropical cyclone with sustained winds of 

at least 74mph. 

Eye - Centre of a tropical storm – clear, calm 

conditions.  

Eye Wall - strongest part of tropical storm  

Coriolis effect - rotation of the Earth causing winds to 

curve/deflect.  

Tornado - a violent rotating column of air extending 

from a thunderstorm to the ground. 

 

Would you like to find out more? 

1. What is the most destructive natural 

disaster?  

2. Where do natural disasters occur? 

3. How do countries protect themselves against 

the violent earth? 

4. What is the longest river in the world?  

5. What is the longest river in the UK? 

6. How do people prepare for different 

natural disasters?  

What is a tornado? 

A tornado is a violent rotating column of air 

extending from a thunderstorm to the ground. The 

most violent tornadoes are capable of tremendous 

destruction with wind speeds of up to 300 mph. 
They can destroy large buildings, uproot trees and 

hurl vehicles hundreds of metres. 

 

What is a 

hurricane? 

A hurricane is a 

huge storm! It can 

be up to 600 

miles across and 

have strong winds 

spiralling inward 

and upward at 

speeds of 75 to 

200 mph.  

 

What is a flood? 

A flood results from days of heavy rain and/or melting snows, when rivers rise and go over their 

banks. A flash flood is sudden flooding that occurs when floodwaters rise rapidly with no warning 

within several hours of an intense rain.  

What is a drought? 

A drought is when there is a lack of precipitation over an extended period, usually a season or more, 

resulting in a water shortage. 
Do you know where natural disasters most frequently 

occur? 



 

  

Art 
We will be studying how 

different artists have used a 

range of media to represent the 

power and force of tornados. 

You will then have the chance 

to explore different media to 

create your own tornado images 

using charcoal, pastel and 

collage.  

English 
Travelling with an unlikely hero through a dramatic landscape, this term we will be reading ‘The Hobbit’ by 

JRR Tolkien. Our writing will focus on skills for narrative writing. We will work on accuracy of punctuating 

dialogue using inverted commas. We will also continue to develop our descriptive writing with expanded noun 

phrases and figurative language.  

  

 

English Key Vocabulary 
Conjunction - a word, or words, used to connect two 

clauses together. Words such as ‘although’ or ‘when’. 

Coordinating conjunctions - used to join two clauses in a 

sentence. However, the clauses need to make sense on their 

own. 

Subordinating conjunctions - used to join a subordinating 

clause to another clause or sentence. 

Inverted commas - the grammatical term for speech 

marks! 

Synonym - a word that means exactly or nearly the same 

as another word. 

Antonym - a word opposite in meaning to another. 

Expanded noun phrase - adds more detail to the noun by 

adding one or more adjectives. 

Direct speech - quoting the exact words that were spoken. 

Reported speech - reporting what has been said without 

directly quoting. 

Maths Key Vocabulary 
This term we will be revising many areas of maths! In particular addition, subtraction, multiplication 

and division methods and calculating with fractions. 

 
Fraction - any part of a whole. When you divide something into equal pieces, each piece is a fraction of 

the whole thing. 

Factor - a number that divides into another number exactly and without leaving a remainder. 

Multiple - a number that can be divided by another number a certain number of times without a 

remainder. 

Proper fractions - A fraction where the numerator is less than the denominator. For example: 2/3.  

Improper fractions - Improper fractions are bigger than 1. They are also called top-heavy fractions. For 

example: 9/5. 

 

Science 
This term, we will be learning 

about electrical circuits! You will 

be exploring how to make 

complete circuits and how to 

represent these in images. Using 

the circuits, can you create SOS 

messages using light and sound 

with the buzzers and lamps?  

 

Music 
Create your own dramatic piece of 

music using Garage Band on the iPad 

which conveys the powerful emotions 

connected to natural disasters. 
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