Marlborough St Mary’s
News 2 - October 2021
Dear Parents and Carers
Once again we are approaching the half term holiday after a busy, but successful, few weeks at
Marlborough St Mary’s.
We had a successful Open Morning and Open Evening for prospective parents in school. A big thank you
to all the adults who helped and all the children who gave tours of the school - many parents were highly
complimentary and said how well they represented the school.
Highlights of the term have included the Marlborough LitFest and visitors from the Dark Skies Fest, along
with various special events in classes across the school. Sporting highlights are shown below and both
the boys and girls from Year 5/6 have got through to the County Football Championships.
In September, children from across the school prepared speeches to put themselves forward as School or
Eco Councillors. Voting took place and the election results are shown later in the newsletter. Well done
to everyone who took part.
The Wiltshire School Improvement Advisor visited the school at the end of September and was very
complimentary about the school. She wrote in her report:
“Leaders and governors are ambitious for every child and strive to continually improve.
The School environment reflects the high standards set.
Provision is effective and inclusive.
Behaviour seen was exemplary and strong relationships support learning. “
Mrs Schwodler
STAFF NEWS

SPORTS NEWS

Low staffing numbers meant that we had a tricky
start to this academic year but we are delighted to
welcome some new members to our team.

Children from years 5 and 6 took part in football
tournaments organised by the Avon Valley School
Games Partnership. The teams were fantastic and
showed great determination and sportsmanship.







Emma Whitehouse is in the school office,
covering for Susannah while she is unwell.
Vicky Price has started work in the kitchen.
Following Mog’s retirement, Paul Whiting
will be joining the team as Caretaker in
school.
After the half term, Charlie Ward is starting
as class TA in Teal Class.

We are delighted to announce that both the boys’
and girls’ teams won and will now go forward to
the County Championship.
Well done to all the
children who took part
and to Kirsty Miles our
PE Coach and Rachel
Haines the PE subject
leader.

Welcome to all the new staff. We hope you will all
be very happy at Marlborough St Mary’s.

1

Dark Skies Fest

As part of our association with the Marlborough Dark Skies Fest, we have been
privileged to welcome Jo Richardson, an Astronomer from Space Detectives and
Roger Day, a story teller. Jo talked to children from across the school and answered questions about her role as an astronomer and Roger delighted the children with his stories.
Year 5 will be visiting the Moon in the Chapel in the week after half term.
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FRIENDS OF MARLBOROUGH ST MARY’S

AMAZON SMILE
If you are shopping on Amazon, please remember to use Amazon Smile.
JUST GIVING
Please all see and share our Justgiving page, this page has been set up to generate funds for our KS1
playground plans. Any donation big or small is very gratefully received. If you or your child wants to
complete your own personal fundraiser you can link this to the Justgiving page and help your school.
CLASS REPS
We are looking for new volunteers to join the Friends as our team of Class Reps. The role of the Class
Reps is to represent the Committee and be a point of contact between Committee, teacher and parents.
If you would be interested in representing your class, please email us at friends.msm@yahoo.com or
speak to one of the Committee.
COMING UP
Children in Need - 19th November Dress Down Day
Christmas Curry & Quiz - December date TBC

INFECTIOUS DISEASES

SQUID GAME

We have a couple of students who are
immunocompromised and are at serious risk from
some infectious diseases. You are all used to
notifying the school about Covid, but with these
students in mind, could you please ensure prompt
reporting of any cases of mumps, measles, slapped
cheek, chickenpox or any viral illnesses.

Please be aware that the tv series ‘Squid
Game’ currently being shown on Netflix is not
suitable for children. It has an age rating of
15. Please do not allow your children to
watch the programme or recreate any of the
games.

Thank you for helping us keep all our students safe
and well.

VACANCY - MID DAY ASSISTANT
The Governors of the School are looking to
appoint a Mid Day Assistant. If you are
interested in joining the school team, please
ask in the school office or look for further
details and an application form on the website.

CORONAVIRUS
As I am sure you are aware, Coronavirus is still very
much with us and cases across the country are
increasing on a daily basis. Wiltshire schools have
been asked by the Local Authority to continue to
take precautions, particularly until two weeks after
half term, in the hope that things will settle down in
term 2. We have been very fortunate at
Marlborough St Mary’s in that we have had fewer
cases than many of the other Wiltshire Schools.
However, in order to keep everyone safe we will be
continuing with some separation of
groups of children and additional hygiene
procedures. We will, of course, inform
you of any change to LA guidance.

THANK YOU
Thank you to Fort Builders’ Merchants for their
help with our purchase of topsoil for the
garden and gravel for the paths.
FREE SCHOOL MEALS
If you think that you may be
eligible for free school meals, please apply at
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learningfree-school-meals
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ECO COUNCIL
Congratulations to our new Eco Council representatives.

Class

Eco Council Representative

Hedgehog
Squirrel
Badger
Fox
Dragonfly
Swallowtail
Mallard
Teal
Otter

Chloe Edwards
Lara Iles
Frankie Bridges
Holly Hawkins
Ben Prest
Annabelle Craner
Jude Piner
Eli Trute / Reilly Carter
Isaiah Barnes

Water Vole
Heron
Kingfisher

Jemima Prest
William Knight
Eleanor Gifford

PHONICS MEETING
Many thanks to
Mrs Johnstone and Mrs Palmer who
have held curriculum workshops to
explain to reception parents how we
teach phonics in school. The meetings
were well attended and appreciated by
the parents.
FUSION CLUB
Fusion is a lunchtime club run by
volunteers from St Mary’s Church. The
children share stories, craft and drama
based activities.
Fusion will start on Friday 19th
November for children in year 2.

MARLBOROUGH LIT FEST
The LitFest has once again been a highlight of the term and children from across the school have been
involved in different ways.
 Along with pupils from schools across the Marlborough area, children from Marlborough St Mary’s
took part in the competition to design a book. Congratulations to Harry Wakeham of year 3 who was one
of the joint winners of the competition.
 Children in year 4 took part in the launch of the LitFest, singing on the steps of the Town Hall. The
singing was wonderful and we are very proud of all the children. Thank you to Miss Knowles and the staff
team who rehearsed the children. Year 4 sang two songs, ‘The Lost Boy’, based on Peter Pan and ‘The
Call’ from the film of ‘The Chronicles of Narnia, Prince Caspian’.
 Children from Years 5 and 6 all went along to a presentation by Ross Montgomery, the author of
many children’s books, including Max and the Millions.
Thank you to the organisers of the Lit Fest for enabling all of this to take place.
MY CHILD MEETINGS
My Child meetings will be held w/c 15th November. You will be invited to meet with your child’s class
teacher to discuss how they are settling into school. More information to follow separately.
DROP OFF TIME

NUTS / HEALTHY SCHOOLS

Please remember that children should arrive at school
between 8.45am and 9am. The gates are closed at 9am.
Any child arriving after this time will be marked late.

Please remember we are a nut free school
as some children have nut allergies.
Spreads such as Nutella should not be used
in children’s lunch boxes as they contain
nuts and are also a chocolate spread.

DOGS
We would like to remind you that dogs are not allowed on
school premises (with the exception of assistance dogs).
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Please also remember that some biscuit
bars, such as Nutella B-ready, also contain
nuts and are not allowed.

HOUSE NEWS
Term 1 Totals
Phoenix – 6462

Gryphon – 6679

Pegasus – 6525

Dragon – 6796

Congratulations to Dragon House who are having a non-uniform day on the last day of term!

HEADTEACHER’S AWARD
Congratulations to the following children, who have received a Headteacher’s Award

KS1
Bo Bridgeman, Lacie Oliver, Atticus Povey,
Nathanael Prest, Mason Presley
KS2
Zachary Bird, Grace Minchin, Reilly Carter, Phoebe Gannon

SCHOOL COUNCIL
Congratulations to the following children who were voted onto the School Council.

Class

School Council Representative

Vice

Hedgehog
Squirrel

Ralph Rogerson
Sophia Chambers-Hill

Lily-Rose Agakijs
Bradley Sheppard

Badger
Fox
Dragonfly
Swallowtail
Mallard
Teal
Otter
Water Vole
Heron

Samuel Rowlands
Eleanor Bevir
Leander Diwell
Annabelle McColl / Hazel Green
Angus Campbell
Etzel Dakpoe
Bradley Holloway
Bobby Price
Grace Minchin

Lola O’Malley / Ruby Kent
George Rumbold
Oliver Wyatt

Kingfisher

Nina John-Rose

Sophie Edwards

Torin Wilson
Oliver Dillon / Ellodie Ayers
Georgia Riches
Isobel Simpson
Riley Dinmamode / Gen Hall
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Marlborough & District Rotary Club

Rotary Youth Competitions
Recognising, developing and celebrating the achievements of young people
Rotary International in Great Britain and Ireland offer a number of exciting challenges
for young people in 2021/22.
There are a number of different competitions which are offered at three age levels
Junior (7-10); Intermediate (11-13) and Senior (14-17) (ages are taken as of 31st August 2021)
Young Artist
- artwork based on the theme ‘Colours of Nature’
Young Musician
- providing the stage for musical talent to shine
Young Photographer
- produce one photograph on the theme ‘Colours of Nature’
Young Environmentalist - on the theme ‘Climate Change/Carbon Reduction’
Young Writer
- a work of fiction, non-fiction or a poem on the theme ‘Environment’

Local entries are judged by the Marlborough & District Rotary Club and entries must be submitted
by 3rd December 2021.
Success at the local level will lead to entry at district, regional and national finals in 2022!
For more information visit:
https://www.rotarygbi.org/projects/young-people/competitions/

TERM DATES - 2021-2022
Term 1
Thursday 2nd September - Wednesday 20th
October (finish at usual time)

Term 4
TD Day: Monday 28th February
Tuesday 1st March - Friday 8th April
(finish at 1.15pm)

Term 2
Monday 1st November - Friday 17th December
(finish at 1.15pm)
Y6 Pencelli: Monday 1st - Friday 5th November

Term 5
Monday 25th April - Friday 27th May
(finish at usual time)

Term 3
TD Day: Tuesday 4th January
Wednesday 5th January - Friday 18th February
(finish at usual time)

Term 6
Tuesday 7th June - Friday 22nd July
(finish at 1.15pm)
TD Days: Monday 6th June and Fri 1st July
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