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Marlborough St Mary’s 

News 3 - November 2021  
Dear Parents and Carers 

 

As I am sure most of you know, I will be retiring at Christmas  after eleven years at Marlborough St 

Mary’s Primary School and previously at St Mary’s Infant School.  I have loved working at both schools 

but it seems to be the right time to give myself more time to spend with my own family and four      

grandchildren. 
 

Some of you will know that Mrs Holford-Wright will also be leaving at Christmas to take up a post as a 

Headteacher in South Gloucester.  Mrs Holford-Wright has been with Marlborough St Mary’s since the 

school was formed in 2016 and has been instrumental in the development of the new school and the  

successful Ofsted inspection in 2019.  She will be greatly missed by everyone at Marlborough St Mary’s.  

 

Dan Crossman, the Headteacher at Collingbourne Primary School, will be taking over as Headteacher in 

January.  He has been in school on several occasions to interview and to meet staff and parents and I am 

sure the school will continue to go from strength to strength under his leadership. 

 

Mrs Schwodler 

STAFF NEWS 
 
We are delighted to welcome our new Caretaker, 

Paul Whiting.  We have been without a caretaker for a long time 

so Paul was a very welcome new starter!  Paul began working in 

the school after half term and has already started to have a  

positive impact on the condition of school premises.  

 

At the end of the month we will all be very sorry to say goodbye 

to Mel Martin.  Mel is one of our experienced team of TAs and 

has done a great job in the school.  She will be much missed by 

everyone. 

 
Mrs Hughes, one of our Year 6 teachers, is also leaving at the 
end of this term.  We will be very sorry to see her go  and wish 
her all the best in her new post. 
 
We are very pleased to welcome Ben Lawrence, an experienced 
teacher, who will be teaching  in Kingfisher class from January. 
 

SPORTS NEWS 
 
Congratulations to our 3 netball 
teams from years 5 and 6 who took 
part in a festival at Marlborough 
College  on Thursday.   
 
Well done to the Red and Black 
teams who topped their groups! 
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

If you think that you may be     

eligible for free school meals, 

please apply at                                                   

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/

CORONAVIRUS 

As I am sure you are aware, Coronavirus is still very 

much with us and cases, particularly  in primary 

schools are rising across Wiltshire.  On one day last 

week 900 pupils in Wiltshire schools were reported 

as testing positive for Covid.  We have had 20        

positive cases reported at Marlborough St Mary’s 

since half term and have had to return to home 

learning for one class.  We have put additional      

strategies in place to try to minimise the risk of 

transmission among pupils, staff and parents but we 

still need you to support us by taking your child for a 

PCR test if they have Covid symptoms and not     

sending them to school if they are unwell. 

We are also asking parents to please wear a face  

covering at drop off and pick up for the next few 

weeks until the number of cases declines. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

LOST PROPERTY 

We have a large amount of lost property which 

is not named.  Please make 

sure that all of your children’s 

school uniform etc. is named.   

We are unable to return it to 

its owner if it isn’t! 

VACANCY - MID DAY ASSISTANT 

The Governors of the School are looking to  
appoint a Mid Day Assistant.  If you are         
interested in joining the school team, please 
ask in the school office or look for further    
details and an application form on the website. 

PENCELLI 

The Year 6 children have returned from a week’s adventure course in Pencelli, in the Brecon Beacons. 

Among other things the course involved  crawling through underground rivers, standing under              

waterfalls, walking through a 500m long tunnel in the pitch black and rock climbing on the damp and 

slippery limestone quarries.  

The children were amazing!  They all challenged themselves and more importantly learnt to work as a 

team and support each other. Thank you to all the  staff who came along to work with the children and 

especially to Mr Ferris who organised the trip. 

 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/schools-learning-free-school-meals
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FRIENDS OF MARLBOROUGH ST MARY’S     

Wednesday 1st December - Second Hand Christmas Jumper and Fancy Dress Sale 2.30pm at the main   
entrance.  Please hand in any good quality donations to class reps. 
  
Wednesday 8th December - Christmas Raffle   Children have come home with tickets to sell, more are 
available from the school office and also available to buy at Ducklings, Marlborough. 
Loads of amazing hampers to be won.  
  
Wednesday 15th December - Christmas Jumper Day - Wear a Christmas Jumper 
to school for a voluntary donation to Save the Children.  
  
Amazon Smile - Don’t forget to set up Amazon Smile for all of your purchases so that you can support our 
school.  Select charity number 1128242. 
  
We are pleased to announce that Phase 1 of the KS1 playground should be completed early next year. 
This has involved a huge amount of fundraising and in order for us to fund stage 2 we have a big goal to 
meet.  
  
Without the Christmas Fayre the raffle will be our biggest fundraiser.  Please sell as many tickets as you 
can to family and friends.  The prizes are worth it and the impact of the sales will go a long way. 
  
Rumour has it Father Christmas may pay a visit to the children soon…..The Friends are pleased to support him by 
funding gifts for every child in the school.  Just one of the many things the fundraising goes towards at your school. 
  

Thank you for your support, without it we can’t do all of these things for the school ☺ 
 

CONTACTING THE SCHOOL 

Office hours are 8.30am-4.00pm, term-time 

only. 

Please be aware that the telephone may not 

be answered outside of these hours. 

Remember to inform us of your child’s absence 

from school, and the reason, by phoning our 

Absence Line, or emailing                                            

admin@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk.  

Failure to provide a valid reason may result in 

your child being given an unauthorised          

absence mark 

Please remember to inform the school of any 

change in family circumstances. 

It is also very important to let the office know 

if you change your address,  telephone number 

or email address.  
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WEDNESDAY 15TH DECEMBER 

This is a really busy, exciting day in the school year! 

FATHER CHRISTMAS 

We are hoping that Father Christmas will 

be able to make time in his busy      

schedule to visit the children.   

 

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY  

On Wednesday 15th December  children do not need to 

wear their school uniform. They can wear their Christmas 

jumpers to school in  exchange for a donation to Save the 

Children.  

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH  

If you have not ordered a Christmas lunch for 

your child, there is still time to do so.  The  

closing date for orders is  Wednesday 8th      

December. 

NUTS / HEALTHY SCHOOLS 

Please remember we are a nut free school as some 

children have nut allergies.  Spreads such as Nutella 

should not be used in children’s lunch boxes as they 

contain nuts and are also a chocolate spread.   

Please also remember that some biscuit bars, such as 

Nutella B-ready, also contain nuts and are also not   

allowed. 

FUSION CLUB 
 

Fusion is a lunchtime club run by volunteers 
from St Mary’s Church.  The children share    
stories, craft and drama based activities. 

Unfortunately, due to the increase in the    
number of cases of Coronavirus, we have had 
to delay the start of the club.   

CHRISTMAS 2021 

NATIVITY PLAY 

KS1 are busy practicing for their annual  

Nativity Play.  We were very much hoping 

that things would be back to normal this 

year and that we would be able to invite 

parents back into school to watch.          

Unfortunately, this is looking increasingly 

unlikely.  We will keep you informed but if 

we are unable do a live 

show we will film the   

production so parents can 

watch online. 

CAROL SERVICE 

We will be filming our annual KS2 Carol 

Service once again because of Covid       

restrictions.  Children from across KS2 will 

share a selection of 

Christmas carols and 

readings.  

 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 

Due to Covid restrictions, we have been unable to hold our annual Christmas Fayre, however, the Friends 

of Marlborough St Mary’s are once again organising the extremely popular Christmas Hamper Raffle. This  

was a great fundraiser last year and the prizes were fantastic!  Every class in the school 

is collecting contents for their own hamper so bring in your donations and buy your     

tickets.  Tickets will be available until  Monday 6th December and the prize draw will be 

held on Wednesday 8th December.    
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HEADTEACHER’S AWARD 

Congratulations to the following children, who have received a 

Headteacher’s Award  

                                          KS1  

Coco Price, Leila Smith 

KS2  

Poppy Stacey, Lily Presley, Oliver Thomas 

HOUSE NEWS 

                        Phoenix                                  Gryphon                               Pegasus                           Dragon   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

A massive thank you to all of our  families 

for your support in the various non-

school uniform and fundraising events 

that have been going on in school over 

the last few weeks, and are continuing in 

the weeks leading up to the end of term. 

We are always grateful for the  wonderful 

generosity of our parents and carers and 

are especially  appreciative of your efforts 

in the expensive run up to Christmas. 

CAKE SALE 

The Cake Sale on 17th November organised by girls from 

Otter Class raised the fantastic sum of £500 for the      

Fatboy’s Cancer Charity for Children.  Well done girls! 

Week 

Term 

Year 

 

       956 

      3249 

      9711 

                   903 

                  3344 

                10023 

                     1006 

                     3577 

                   10102 

                  909 

                 3326 

                10122 
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 Term 2 

Monday 1st November - Friday 17th December 

(finish at  1.15pm) 

 

Term 5 

Monday 25th April - Friday 27th May 

(finish at usual time) 

Term 3 

TD Day: Tuesday 4th January 

Wednesday 5th January - Friday 18th February 

(finish at usual time) 

Term 6 

Tuesday 7th June - Friday 22nd July               

(finish at 1.15pm) 

TD Days: Monday 6th June and Fri 1st July  

Term 4 

TD Day: Monday 28th February 

Tuesday 1st March - Friday 8th April 

(finish at 1.15pm)  

 

INFECTIOUS DISEASES 

We have a couple of students who are       
immunocompromised and are at serious risk 
from some infectious diseases.  You are all 
used to notifying the school about Covid, but 
with these students in mind, could you 
please ensure prompt reporting of any cases 
of mumps, measles, slapped cheek,         
chickenpox or any viral illnesses.  

Thank you for helping us keep all our           
students safe and well. 

PARKING 

We have once again being informed about parents  

stopping on the double yellow lines to drop off children. 

This means that cars and vans have had to mount the 

pavement in order to get around.  As I am sure you are 

aware, the pavements are full of families and children 

walking to school.  This really is an       

accident waiting to happen.  Please, 

please, please be more considerate.      

It really is a very short walk from the 

George Lane carpark! 

TH WHITE 

Many thanks to TH White who have donated 150 bulbs 
and 50 pots to the school.  

Along with the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, children from 
the school have planted the 
bulbs along the bank by the 
KS2 playing field  

CHRISTMAS TREE 

Once again we would like to  

thank Nick Newman for the 

donation of the beautiful 

Christmas tree outside the 

school. 

CHILDREN IN NEED 2021 

 

We raised a fantastic 

£445.81 

A big thank you for all 

of your support. 
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POPPY APPEAL 

Thank you to everyone who 

supported the  Poppy appeal by 

purchasing items which were 

sold at school.  

We raised a total of £278.34 which is brilliant! 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Well done to Georgia Riches of Otter class who has 

recently taken part in a Dance Festival.  Georgia was 

awarded a silver medal for a solo performance and 

a gold medal for a duet with Poppy Deane from      

Water Vole class. 

Georgia also won a trophy for the adjudicators’   

favourite dance. 

 

FOOTBALL SHIRT FRIDAY 

As you are aware, we held our ‘Football Shirt Friday’ last week.  

The money is currently being counted and we will let you know as soon as we 

have a  total. 

Once again, we would like to pass on our thanks to everyone for their amazing 

generosity.  
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