Marlborough St Mary’s
March 2022
Dear Parents and Carers
As I come towards the end of my first full term as Headteacher of Marlborough St Mary’s this seems like
a good time to reflect on the year to date. I’ve really enjoyed my first few months and I’ve been made to
feel so welcome by children, staff and our families. It’s a real pleasure to work back in the town where I
spent so much of my own childhood and I’ve even come across some familiar faces from my school days!
One of my favourite parts of the day is my morning ‘drop-in’ to each class. I try to do this as often as I
can and it’s just brilliant to see how the children benefit from the skill and expertise of their teachers and
teaching assistants. Whenever I pop my head round the door, the classrooms are calm, purposeful and
quite simply, nice places to be.
I should also say thank you for welcoming Woody with open arms. He clearly feels happy to be in school
now. He regularly attends assemblies, plays with the children at break and steals left over sausages from
the dinner hall!
Finally, I hope you and your brilliant children enjoy a relaxing Easter break. Take it easy on the
chocolate…
Mr Crossman and Woody

STAFF NEWS

We will all miss Mrs Johnstone when she starts her new adventure at Rushall School after Easter. Debs is
a highly valued member of the team and, in my short time working with her, I’ve come to see what all the
fuss is about. Good luck Debs!
After the holiday, we welcome Mr Ed O’Reilly to the school team. Ed will be working in Swallowtail Class
and Miss Knowles will be teaching Wrens following Mrs Johnstone’s departure. Ed brings a wealth of
experience with him and we are all looking forward to working with him. Welcome Ed!
Apart from that, the staffing team will remain exactly the same after the Easter holidays. Let’s hope
Covid behaves itself and we can look forward to a more stable summer term.
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CORONAVIRUS

BREAKFAST AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUB

Our popular Breakfast and After School Clubs are
running as normal.

Covid-19 is still lingering around. A reminder
that, if your child displays one of the main
symptoms (high temperature, continuous cough
or a change to taste/smell) then you should keep
them off school and seek a PCR test.

Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club runs from 7.45am - 8.45am. The
children are given breakfast and are able to access
a wide range of activities, including crafts and table tennis. The cost of Breakfast Club is £4 for the
hour.

We will continue to monitor numbers in-school
and keep you informed via Dojo of any outbreaks.

After School Club

We run two session of After School Club from
Monday to Thursday, 3.15 - 4.30, at a cost of £5
and 3.15 - 5.30, at a cost of £9.
On Friday the Club finishes at 4.30 and costs £5.
A snack is provided for the children during the first
session.
The children have a great time at After School Club
and there is a varied programme of activities on
offer through the week.
FRIENDS OF MARLBOROUGH ST MARY’S

If you would like to book a place for your child
please ask in the office for an application form.

We are currently planning the following events:
Marlborough Jumble Trail - 23rd April
Marlborough St Mary's will be taking part in the
school car park - more details to follow.

SCHOOL UNIFORM

Bags2School collection - Monday 25th April.

•

PE Kit (white t-shirt, black shorts - no rugby
or football shirts) can be worn to school on
PE days. Please wear black or grey tracksuit
trousers on cold days.

•

All long hair should be tied up for PE - this
applies to both boys and girls.

•

Correct school uniform (including school
shoes) should be worn on the days when
there is no PE.

•

Jewellery, apart from small stud earrings, is
not allowed in school.

Curry and Quiz Night in May - TBC
School Disco - Provisionally Friday 27th May - TBC
Due to the popularity of the last Balloon Race, we
are holding another - information included in this
newsletter.
A huge thank you to Claridge's Funeral Services
who have kindly donated towards Easter eggs for
all of the children.
We have also been successful in being awarded a
Grant of £3500 by Marlborough Area Board,
which will go towards the KS1 playground.

DOGS
We would like to remind you that dogs are not
allowed on school premises (with the exception of
assistance dogs).
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NON-SCHOOL UNIFORM DAY – FRIDAY 1ST APRIL

We have decided we want to do more at school to raise awareness of
the terrible events unfolding in Ukraine.
In partnership with Youth4Ukraine, we have decided to hold a
non-school uniform day this Friday 1st April 2022. We are asking
children to come to school wearing blue or yellow or a combination of
the two to represent the Ukrainian flag.
We will be accepting voluntary donations of £1, to be given to your class teacher. All money donated will
be given to Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal | Disasters Emergency Committee (dec.org.uk).
Thank you for your support.

HOUSE POINT TOTALS

TERM DATES - 2021-2022
Term 4
TD Day: Monday 28th February
Tuesday 1st March - Friday 8th April
(finish at 1.15pm)

Term 5
Monday 25th April - Friday 27th May
(finish at usual time)

Term 6
Tuesday 7th June - Friday 22nd July
Please remember that school will end at 1.15pm
(finish at 1.15pm)
on the last day of term.
TD Days: Monday 6th June and Fri 1st July
FRIDAY 8TH APRIL
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CONTACTING THE SCHOOL

As you are aware, the majority of correspondence is now being sent out using ClassDojo.
There will, however, be occasions when it may be necessary to send emails to parents/carers.
We would also like to remind you of the following:
•

Absences should not be reported using ClassDojo. Please inform us of your child’s absence by
phoning our absence line or emailing admin@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk. Failure to provide
a valid reason for absence may result in your child being given an unauthorised absence mark.

•

Booking forms for After School Club and Breakfast Club should be returned by email to
admin@marlboroughstmarys.wilts.sch.uk.

•

General enquiries should be made by contacting the school office by either telephone or email.

•

If there is a change in collection arrangements for your child, please notify the school office.

•

Office hours are 8.30am-4.00pm, term-time only. Please be aware that the telephone may not be
answered outside of these hours.

•

Please remember to inform the school of any change in family circumstances. It is also very
important to let the office know if you change your address, telephone number or email address.

DROP OFF TIME
Please remember that children should
arrive at school between 8.45am and
9am. The gates are closed at 9am.
Any child arriving after this time will be
marked late.

LOST PROPERTY
We have a large amount of lost property
which is not named. Please make sure
that all of your children’s school uniform
etc. is named. We are unable to return
it to its owner if it isn’t!

4

5

Bookings are now open for the Easter 2022 Sports Club at Marlborough St Mary's.
Please note that we can only accept children from Year 1 upwards
and not children in Reception.
Activities are still being finalised, but we can assure you that they will all be
FUN and ACTIVE.

Keep an eye on the website for the precise activity list coming
in the next couple of weeks.
To book, please use the links below Years 1,2,3: https://faceholidayclub.kidsclubhq.co.uk/rdr?u=book&id=6193
Years 4,5,6: https://faceholidayclub.kidsclubhq.co.uk/rdr?u=book&id=3326
In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask.
Mike and The FACE Sports Team

EMMANUEL CHURCH
RARING TO GO

Emmanuel Church are holding the following
events for children.

https://www.emmanuelmarlborough.org/home/
events/eternity-and-beyond/

The spring digital magazine is full of
great ideas to enjoy everything that
Spring offers… crafting, gardening
and enjoying park life that’s just on
the doorstep. There is a great
feature on ‘10 ways to love the Earth’ (page
26) to encourage parents and kids to get out and
about and learn more about the environment in
a fun way along with lots more things to do…

Sparklers

https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/swindon/
spring/

Holiday Club: To Eternity and Beyond
This Summer Holiday Club is usually attended and
enjoyed by many children from the school.
30th August to 2nd September, 9am to 12.30pm.

This is a new monthly after-school kids' club for
children in school Years Reception, 1 and 2.
https://www.emmanuelmarlborough.org/home/
events/sparklers/
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MARLBOROUGH CHORAL SOCIETY – GALA SPRING CONCERT
APRIL 2, ST PETER’S CHURCH, 7:30 PM
Please join us for our Gala Concert on April 2 at St Peters Church
(new venue!)
The programme will be light and joyful – several popular opera
choruses, some zany songs about Tequila and Mermaids, and the
Folk Song Cycle “Sprig of Thyme” by John Rutter.
It’s been a tough time for many of us but we do have a lot to
celebrate – the coming of spring, the retreat of Covid and the
20th anniversary of our Musical Director, Gill Mortimer.
We will be welcoming several of our favourite soloists and
instrumentalists for an uplifting evening and hope you can be
with us.
Tickets (£12 including refreshments, £4 students and children free)
are available from Sound Knowledge, from choir members or at
the door.
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This year BBC Radio Wiltshire wants to celebrate and
say thank you to people living in our villages, towns
and cities who make where we live a better place.
Every day we hear stories of people doing incredible
things for each other and their communities.
Now it’s time to recognise them for all their hard work.
Whether it’s caring for someone in need, being a
brilliant neighbour, or inspiring children in the
classroom, if you know someone who is really making
a difference to our lives then you can nominate them
for an Award.
There are 8 categories;
•

Volunteer

•

Community Group

•

Fundraiser

•

Carer

•

Great Neighbour

•

Key Worker

•

Environment

•

Together award

You can nominate someone you know at bbc.co.uk/makeadifference where you can also see full Terms
and our Privacy Notice. Nominations are now open and will close on the 29th of April 2022 at 11:00pm.
The winners will be announced at our Make a Difference awards ceremony in September.

Follow #BBCMakeADifference on Twitter and Facebook for more details.
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